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Five people shot at New York's West

Indian American Day Parade, police say

NEW YORK {AGENCY)

Five peopke were shot
Monday at New York City's
West Indian American Day
Parade, police said It's the
kitest instance of viokence
rnﬂrnng one of the workl's

largest annual celebrations
of Caribbean culture. A gun-
man margeting a specific
group of people opened fire
along the parade route in
Brooklyn around 2:35 pam,
NYPD Chiel of Patrol John
Chell said The parade had
kicked off hours earlier;
with thousands of revelers
dancing and marching
down Eastern Parkway, a
main thoroughfare through
the barough. It was expect-
ed to continue into the
night.

Two peopk were oritl-
cally wounded Chell said
The three other victims are
expected to survive their
injuries, he said The gun-
man fed

"This was not random,”
Chell said "This was an
intentional act by one per-
son towards a gil oup of pep-

k. We do not by no means
THVE iy .dl.tl"ﬂi‘ shooter or
anything of that nature run-
ning around Eastern
Parkway as we speak. The

parade is going on and will
go on untl Bter on tonight”

An  Associated Press
videographer

who was

nearby when the shots rang
out saw at kast two people
being treated next for what
appeared to be wounds to
the face and arm.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer was march-
ing in the parade at the time
and compieted the route. A
message was left  with
Schumer's office. Police cor-
goned off an area adfacent
i the parade route, where

Russian barrage of drones
and cruise, ballistic missiles
target children at Kyiv

KYIV (AGENCY)

Russia  bunched an
overnight barrage of
drones and cruise and bal-
listic missiles at Kyt offi-
rials said on Monday, as
chikiren prepared to return
to school across Ukraine,
Some puplls found chasses
cancelled because of dam-
age from the attack. Several
series of explosions rocked

fl President

that is part of the industrial
Donbas region. Russian
President Viadimir Putin

said on Monday that
Ukraine’'s Kursk assault
wont prevent Russian

forces from advancing in
eastern Ularame. Ukrainian
forces haven't achieved
their goal of diverting
Russian troops from the
fighting there, he said "The
main task that the enemy

- S5et for themselves — fto

stop our offensive in
Donbas — they havent
achieved iv" Putin told
school students during a
wip to southern Siberfa.
However, Ukraine
Valodymyr

B Zelensky said kst month

the Ukrainian capital in the
early hours. Debris from
intfercepted missiles and
drones fell in every district
of Kylv, wounding three
EIEU e and damaging two

ndergartens, Ukraine's
interior minisiory said Cigy
authorities reported muli-
pk fires, After more than
900 days of the war, Russia
and Ukraine show no sign
of lketting up in the fight or
moving closer to the negot-
ating table. Both sides are
pursuing ambitious ground
offensives,  with  the
Ukrainians driving into
Russia's Kursk region and
the Russian army pushing
deeper into the Donetsk
region of eastern Ukraine

that the aim of the Kursk
incursion is to create o
buffer zone that might pre-
vent further attacks by
Moscow across the border.
Russia Bunched 35 missiles
of various types and 26
Shahed drones at Ukraine
overnight from Sunday to
Monday, the Ukrainian air
force said Nine ballistic
missikes, 13 cruise missies
and 20 drones were
downed it said Residents of
the capital hurried into the
city's bomb  shelters.
Oksana Arpunova, an 18-
ﬁunr-nl:l student at a Kylv
igh school, said that she
was still shaking after the
nighttime scare. "1 woke up,
my neighbour was shout-

ing.

they had pliced crime scene
markers. The parade con-
tinued Howing past as offi-
cers were seen bagging

items. Chell asked that
bystanders provide police
with any video lootage they
may have recorded of the
shootling. "We need that
video,” Chell said "We are
going to solve this, but it's
going to tike a bt of worl”
The parade, an annual
Labor Day event in its 57th
year, ums Eastern Parkway
into a kakldoscope of feath-
er-covered costumes and

colorful flags as participants
make their way down the
thoroughfare  alongside
floats stacked high with

speakers phying soca and
FEEEAE MUSic

The parade routinely
attracts huge crowds, who
line the almost 2-mile (3.2-
kilometer) route that runs
from Crown Helghts to the
Brooklyn Museum. It's also
a popular destination for
local politicans, many of
whom have West [ndian
herimge or represent mem-
bers of the city's krge

Caribbean COMMunity,
Though a joyous occasion,
the parade and related cele-
brations have been plagued
by vioknce over the years.

in 2016, two peoplke
were killed and several oth-
ers were wounded near the
arace route. The year
elore, Carey Gabay, an aide
to  then-Gov. Andrew
Cuomo was shot in the head
during pre-parade festivi-
ties. He died nine days bter.
The West Indian American
Dy Parade has its roots in
more traditionally timed,
pre-Lent Carnival celebra-
tions started Dby a
Trinidhdian Immigrant in
Manhattan around & centu-
ry ago, according to the
organizers. The [estivities
were moved o the warmer
time of year in the 1940s.
Brooklyn, where hundreds
of thousands of Canbbean
immigrants and their
descendants have settled,
began hosting the parade in
the 1960s. The Labor Day
parade is now the culmina-
tion of days of carmival
events in the city, which
includes a steel pan band
competition and ["Ouvert, a
separdte street party com-
memarating freedom from
shvery.

Hostage deaths spark Israel fury:
and medical services disrupted

JERUSALEM (AGENCY)

Israeli protesters ook to
the streets for a second day
on Monday and the largest
trade union bunched a gen-
eral strike to press the goy-
ernment to reach a deal to
return hostages stll held by
Hamas, after six more cap-
tives were found dead in
Gaza. The sirike disrupted
transport and medical serv-
ices in several lsracli dis-
tricts and many shops and
businesses were Closed
after the head of the
Histadrut unlon, which rep-
resents hundreds of thou-
sands of workers, called for
a general stoppage. The
recovery of the six hostiges,
who were shot dead
between 48-72 hours
before being found by
Israeli forces, according to
the health ministry, trig-
gered a wave of grief and
fury In lsrael prompting at
kxast hall a million people to
toke to the streets in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv on
Sunday. The demonstrators
are  demanding Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu reach a ceasefire
agreement with Pakstinian
militant group Hamas to
bring the remaining
hostages home. On Monday,
thousands again gathered
inn Tel Aviv, waving blue and
white Israell flags or holding
photographs of the remain-
ing 101 hostages aloft.

Professor Yehuda Ullmann,
head of the surgery division
at Rambam Hospital in
Haifa, said strike action
went against the grain of
doctors dedicated to saving
patients, "But we are in a
very, very hard situation
now, we and all the country,
because of the hos@ges.
And yesterday it was maybe
the hardest day” he said
"We can't stand aside and
that's why we came inlo a
strike” Following an inter-
vention by finance minister
Bezalkel Smotrich, Israel’s
Labour Court ruled the

eral strike must end at
2:30pm (1130 GMT), say-
ing the strike had no eco-
nomic basls and was argely
political Histadrut accepted
the ruling. "We live in a
country of bw and respect
the court’s decision, there-

Vladimir Putin visits Mongolia, defying
international warrant for arrest

MONGOLIA (AGENCY)

Russian President Viadimir
Putin was visiting Mongolia
on Tuesday WI&I no sign
that the host country would
bow to calls to arrest him
on an international warrant
for alieged war erimes stem-
ming from the invasion of
Ukraine., The trip is Putin's
first te 2 member country of
the Imterpnatdonal Crimdnal
Court since it issued a war-
rant for his arrest about 18
maonths ago, Ahead of his
visit, Ukraine called on
Mongolia to hand Putin
over to the court in The
Hague, and the European
Union expressed concern
that Mongolia might not
execute the warrant.

His visit puts Mongolia
In a tough spol. Members ol
the intermational court are
bound to detain suspects if
an arrest warrant has been
issued but Mongolia is a
lindlocked country highly
dependent on Russia for
fuel and some of its electric-
Ity. Thee court doesn't have a
mechanism to enforce its
warrants.

The Russian keader was
welcomed in a ceremany in

e @ 0 T lTEmmmmmmrmeas w0

the capital cty’'s main

square by an honour guard
dressed n vivid red and
blue uniforms styled on
those of the personal puard
century

of 13th ruler

the fighting has raged for
2Y¥: years. On Monday, the
European Unjon expressed
concern that the
International Corimi mal
Court warrant might not be

Genghis Khan, the founder
af the Munﬁ?l Empire. He
and Mongollan President
Ukhnaa Khurelsukh walked
up the red-carpeted steps of
the Government Palace and
bowed before a statue of
Genghis Khan before enter-
ing the povernment build-
ing for their meatings.

The International
Criminal Court has accused
Putin of being responsible
for the abductions of chil-
dren from Ukraine, where

executed and said it has
shared its concern with
Mongolian authorities.
"“Mongolia, like all other
counties, has the right w
develop its international bes
according to {5 own inter-
ests;” European
Commission spokeswonman
Nabik Massrali said But she
added, "Mongolia s a state
party to the Rome Saitute of
the 1CC since 2002, with the
kgal obligations that it
entails." More than 50

Russians outside the coun-
try have signed an open let-
ter urging the government
of Mongolia to “immediate-
ly detain Viadimir Putin
upon his arrival”. The sign-
ers include Vihdimir Kara-
Murza, who was freed from
a Russian prison in August
in the higpest East-West
prisoner swap since the
Cold War. Putin, on his first
visit to Mongolia in five
vears, will join a ceremony
to mark the B5th anniver-
sary of a Soviet and
Mongolian battke  victory
over a Jlapanese army that
had taken control of
Manchuria in northeastern
China, Thousands of sal-
diers died in months of
fighting in 1939 over the
border's location between
Manchuria and Mongaolia,
Pulin has made a series of
overscas ips In recent
months to try to counter the
international isoltion he
faces over the invasion of
Ukraine. He vigited China in
May, made a trip to North
Korea and Vietnam in |une
and went to Kazhakstan in
fuly for a meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation
(yrganisation.

fore | instruct everyone to
return to worle at 2:30pm,”"
Histadrut chairman Armon
Bar-David said a day after
he described the strike as “a
cry for the return of the
hostages”. Some services at
Ben Gurion Airport lsrael’s
main air wansport hub,
were suspended in the
morning, although incom-
ing flights were still knding
while bus and light ratl sery-
ices In many areas wenre
either cancelled or only par-
tially functoning. Workers
it [srael’s main commercial
port Hailta and some munic-
ipalites also went on strike,
Hospltals were only partial-
ly operating and banks
were not working but many
private sector businesses
were open, The strike was
backed by several employer
groups including manufac-

France confronts horror of rape brutality
as 51 offenders go on trial in Avignon

PARIS (AGENCY)

For vesirs, she had been los-
Ing hair and weight. She
had stirted forgetting whole
days, and sometimes
appeared to be in dreamlike
trances. Her chidren and
friends worried she had
Alzheimer's. But in late
2020, after she was sum-
moned to a police station in
southern France, she
karncd a far more shatter-
ing story. Her hushand of 50
]ers Dominique Pelicot,
ad been crushing skeeph
pills into her food and dnn‘!lz
to put her Into a deep sleep,
the police said and then
raping her. He had ushered
dozens of men Inte her
home to flm them raping
her, ton, they said in abuse
that lasted nearly a decade.
Using the man's photo-
graphs, videos and online
messapes, the police spent
the next two years identify-
Ing and charging those
other suspects. On Monday,
51 men, including Pelicot
will go on trial in Avignon,
in @ case that has shocked
France and cast a spotlight
on the use of drugs to com-
mit sexwal abuse and the
broader culture in which
such crimes could occur.
The acrused men represent
a kalkidoscope of working-
class  and middle-class
French society: truck driv-

Transport
by strike

turers and the high tech sec-
tor, and many employers
were allowing saff w join
the strike s0 many services
were disrupted The strike
and street demonstrations
follow months of protests
by families representing
some of the hostages anﬁ
underscore the deep divi-
sions that have opened up
in Israel over Netanyahu's
approach to securing a
ceasefire deal Despite pres-
sure from his own defence
minister as well as senior
penerals and intelligence
officials, MNetanyahu has
insisted on maintaining
lsraeli troops in key points
ol the Gaza Strip after any
ceasefire. Hamas has reject-
ed any Israell presence and
despite  the efforts of
Egyptian and Qatari diplo-
mats and repeated visits to
the region by senior LS offi-
cials urging 1 deal, there has
been no sign of a break-
through in tlks to halt the
fighting and bring the
hastages home. Hamas mili-
tants seized 253 hostages in
the October 7 rampage
through Israeli. communi-
ties that kilked 1,200 lsraelis
and foreigners and trig-
gered a relentless Isracli
assault. Airlines at lsrael’s
main international airport
Ben-Gurion were h.a.llting
outpoing flights bhetween
8:00 and 10:00 am. Those
flights either departed early
or were slightly delayed

Bangladesh court bars on 17 for-
mer leaders of ousted Sheikh
Hasina govt from leaving country

DHAKA (AGENCY)

A court in Bangldesh on
Monday debarred 17 for-
mer ministers, including ex-
foreign minister
Mohammad Hasan

Mahmud, and nine bwmak-
ers of the ousted Sheikh
Hasina government from
keaving the country after an

anti-graft body fled peti-
tions, accusing them of
invalvement in corruption,
a media report sald Dhaka
Metropolitin Senior Spedal
Jludge Mohammad As-
Shams |aghul Hossain's
court gave this order afer
hearing the Anti-
Corruption Commission's
[ACC) applications on
Monday, Bengall binguage
newspaper Prothom Alo
reportedd ACC Public
Prosecutor Mir Ahmed Ali
Salim  and  Mahmud

Hossain  Jahangir con-
firmed the travel ban on
these former minsters and
MPs. Those banned from
kaving the country include
ex<foreign minister Hasan
Mahmud, former minister
of state for power, energy
and mineral resources
Masrul Hamid former min-
ister of state for shipping
Khalid Mahmud, former
minister of state for ICT
Zunaid Ahmed Pabk and
former state minister for
primary and mass educa-

™ tion Md Zakir Hossain, the

paper said Former minis-
ler of state for local govern-
ment, rural development
and cooporatives Swapan
Bhattacharjee, lormer com-
merce minister  Tipu
Munshi, ex-law minister
Anisul Hug, former reli-
gious. affairs  minister
Faridul Haque Khan, former
textides and julte minister
Goam Dastagir Gazi, former
minister of state for vouth
and sports Md Zahid Ahsan
Russell, former waler
resources minister Anwar
Hossain and former infor-
mation minister Hasanul
Haq Inu were among those
banned from travelling,

ers, sokliers, carpenters and
trade workers, a prison

guard, a nurse, an IT expert
working for a bank, a local
journalist. They range in
age from 26 to 74 Many
have chiklren and are in
rebtionships. Most are
charged with raping the
woman once. A handful are
accused of returning as
many as six dmes o rape
her. The victim, who has
divorced her husband and
changed her surname since
his arrest, is now in her 70s.

Since his arrest, Pelicot, 71,
has "always declired him-
sell guilty”, sald Béatrice
Zavarro, his bwyer. “He is
not at all contesting his
rok” Other defendants have
denied the rape chargeq.
with some arguing that
they had the hus ba:nJ 5 per-
mission and thought that
was sufficient, whik others
claimed they believed the
victim had agreed to be
drugeed When the police
showed the victim some of
the photographs they say
her husband had carefully
chssified and stored she
expressed deep shock. She
and her hushand had been
together since they were
18, She had described him
o the police as caning and
considerate. She had no
memory of being raped by
him or the other men.

Briefs News

Pakestinians in the

strikes on Gaza City.

underdogs.”

Air strikes from Israeli
forces kill 48 Palestinians
across Gaza Strip in 24 hours

CAIRO [AGENCY) lsraeli forces killed at kast 48

past 24 hours across the Gaza Srip
as they battled Hamas-led militants, Pakestinian officials
said on Monday, while medics conducted a second day
ol polio vaccnations for chikiren in the enchive.,
Pakstinian and UN officials said more than 80,000 chil-
tiren had been vacdnated in central areas of Gaza on
Sundcy, the first day of the campaign. Hamas and |srael
have agreed to brief pauses in fighting to allow the cam-
paign to vaccinate some 640,000 children to po ahead
No violtions have been reported near vaccination facil-
ities. Seven Palestinians were kilked in two lsraeli air

Kamal an underdog in race to
the White House: Campaign
chief, Jen O’'Malley Dillon

WASHINGTON (AGENCY) Days
ended up cutting off Pres liifnr. Jue Biden's
ond wrm, his campalgn chief, jen @'Malley Dillon, defi-
anty set expectations: "We are going o win,” she said
in an mterview with the news site Puck. Fastforward
10 weeks. Democrats have a more populir nominee in
Vice President Kamab Harris, torrents of grassroots
campaign tash that Biden could have only dreamed of, a
well-received convention and a running mate who has
energised the party's liberal base. "Make no mistake,”
she wrote in a campaign memo relkased on Sunday,
"We head into the final stretch of this race as the clear

: belore the debate that
path to a sec-
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