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INTERNATIONAL

Israel, India ink agreement to allow 42,000
Indian workers to work in Jewish state

JERUSALEM, AGENCY

Israel and India on Tuesday
inked an agreement that

will allow 42,000 Indian
workers to work in the
Jewish state in the fields of
construction and nursing, a
move expected to help deal
with the rising cost of living
and assist thousands of
families waiting for nursing
care. Israeli  Foreign
Minister Eli Cohen, who
reached New Delhi on
Tuesday morning for a
three-day visit but
announced cutting it short
because of the security situ-
ation arising out of Israel’s
operations in the Gaza Strip,
held talks with his Indian
counterpart Dr
Jaishankar.

The ministers dis-
cussed ways to strengthen
Indo-Israel ties by “adding
direct flights, continuing
cooperation in agriculture
and water management,
and expanding cooperation
in the fields of artificial intel-
ligence and cyber defence”,
according to a Hebrew
press statement from the
Israeli foreign ministry.

“The ministers also signed
agreements to allow the
arrival of 42,000 Indian
workers in the fields of con-
struction and nursing,” it
added. The addition of work-
ers from India is expected
to help deal with the rising
cost of living in Israel and
help thousands of families
waiting for nursing care.

www.opensearch.co.i

i
field and another 8,000 for
nursing needs. In reference
to the proposed rail and
port link, the Israeli foreign
minister said that it would
shorten the route between
Asia and Europe and make
Israel a commercial, techno-
logical and transportation
hub in the changing trade
routes in the Middle East.
the

According to the
34,000 workers will be
engaged in the construction

Briefs News

China expels Canadian diplo-

mat in a tit-for-tat response

BEIJING : China has announced the expulsion of a
Canadian diplomat in retaliation for Ottawa's ordering a
Chinese consular official to leave over alleged threats he
made against a Canadian hwmaker and his family. The
Foreign Ministry on Tuesday said China was deploying a
“reciprocal countermeasure to Canada's unscrupulous
move”, which it said it “firmly opposes”. It said the
Canadian diplomat based in the business hub of
Shanghai has been asked to kave by May 13 and that
China “reserves the right to take further actions in
response”. Canada earlier on Tuesday said that Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau's government is expelling a
Chinese dlplomat whom Canachs spy agency a]leged

role India can play in
expanding the scope of the

Former Pakistan PM Imran Khan arrested from

landmark Abraham
Accords, Cohen said that the
strategic partnership with
New Delhi strengthens
Israel and also contributes
to the stability in the Middle
East. “India can phy a sig-
nificant rok in expanding
the Abraham Accords and
promoting regional projects
with countries, and coun-
tries that do not yet have
relations with Israel” the
press statement quoted

OPEN SEARCH

Cohen as saying. The
Abraham Accords of 2020
was the first Arab-Israeli
peace deal in 26 years and is
the popular description for
the normalisation of Israel’s
ties with the Iskmic workd
Officials from the United
States, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates and India
met earlier this week in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and
discussed a rail and port
network linking the Gulf
states and India. It is
believed that the same may
be extended on the other
side to include connectivity
with Israel, local media
reports earlier said. India
and Israel have seen an
intense hst few months of
engagement starting with
the visit of Knesset’s (Israeli
parliament) Speaker Amir
Ohana at the end of March
followed by the visit of
Minister of Economy Nir
Barkat in April and now
comes the visit of the Israeli
Foreign Minister in quick
succession. The visits are
being seen as a build-up to
the much-anticipated visit
of Netanyahu towards the
end of this year.
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[srael keen to finalise FTA
with India : Eli Cohen

JERUSALEM, AGENCY

Israel is keen to finalise an
FTA with India as there is a
huge scope of trade
between the two nations,
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen
has said, and expressed
hope that the agreement
will further strengthen
bilateral economic ties.
From a humble beginning
of USD 200 million in bilat-
eral trade (primarily in dia-
monds) in 1992 when full
diplomatic relations were
established between the
two countries, merchandise
trade has diversified and
reached USD 7.86 billion
(excluding defence) during
the period 2021-2022. In
addition, bilteral trade in
services in 2021 was USD
1.1 billion and in FY 2022-
23, bilateral merchandise
trade from April to
December 2022 stood at
USD 8.09 billion (excluding
defence).

“The scope for trade
opportunities between our
countries is huge and there
is a strong desire to finalise
an FTA that hopefully will
further strengthen our eco-

Cohen intends to deepen this link by bringing
in more students from India to Israel as aca-
demic cooperation between the two countries

has 'inexhaustible potential”

nomic ties..I believe the
scope of the FTA is far larg-
er than trade numbers. We
should discuss it with the
vision of bilateral relations
in mind’, he stressed just
ahead of his visit to India on
Tuesday.

However, Cohen decid-
ed to cut short the trip
hours after landing in New
Delhi in view of certain
developments in Israel
With air traffic between the
two countries getting a

boost with the Gulf coun-
tries agreeing to open their
airspace to Israeli airlines,
Cohen described it as a
“game changer” which also
brings out India’s impor-
tance in the region.
“Although the Corona epi-
demic temporarily reduced
the number of direct
flights, now we are talking
about increasing the num-
ber of flights and increas-
ing the destinations,”
Cohen noted.

Elon Musk announces Twitter
to remove accounts with 'no

outside [slamabad High Court in corruption case

ISLAMABAD, AGENCY

Pakistan's former prime
minister Imran Khan was
arrested by paramilitary
Rangers on Tuesday while
he was present at the
Islamabad High Court for
the hearing of a corruption
case, a day after he took on

the country's powerful
army for allegedly hatching
aplot to kill him.

The chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), who travelled from
Lahore to the federal capital

‘was involved in a plot to i
maker and his relatives in Hong Kong. A senior guvem»
ment official said Toronto-based diplomat Zhao Wei has
five days to leave the country.

Canada expels China diplomat
for alleged threats to lawmaker

TORONTO : Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's
government is expelling a Chinese diplomat whom
Canada's spy agency alleged was involved in a plot to
intimidate an opposition lawmaker and his relatives in
Hong Kong. A senior government official said Toronto-
based diplomat Zhao Wei has five days to keave the coun-
try. The official spoke on condition of anonymity as they
‘were not authorised to speak publicly on the matter. It's
‘wasn't immediately clear if he's left yet. Foreign Affairs
Minister Mélanie Joly said in a statement that Canada
declared Toronto-based diplomat Zhao Wei “persona
non grata”. “We will not tolerate any form of foreign
interference in our internal affairs,” she wrote.

Russia renews strikes with huge
drone swarm on Victory Day eve

KYIV : Russia hunched its biggest swarm of drones
for months against Ukraine on Monday, the eve of
Russia’s May 9 holiday celebrating the defeat of Nazi
Germany, which Kyiv marked a day earlier in a sym-
bolic new break with Moscow. Kyiv’'s mayor said
Russia had fired 60 Iranian-made kamikaze drones
at Ukrainian targets, including 36 at the capital, all of
which had been shot

d was undergoing
a biometric process at the
court when the Rangers
broke open the ghss win-
dow and arrested him after
beating lawyers and Khan's
security staff, according to
senior party leader Shireen
Mazari.

TV footage showed the
Rangers grabbing Khan
from the collar and
bundling him into a prison
van. The Rangers, which
operate under the Interior
Ministry, are usually com-
manded by officers on sec-
ondment from the army.

"Khan has been arrest-
ed in a land transfer case to
property tycoon Malik Riaz
and is being handed over to
National  Accountability
Bureau (NAB)", a NAB offi-
cial confirmed.

He said that Khan has
been arrested in the Al-
Qadir Trust case which is
about the setting up of Al
Qadir University for Sufism
in 2019 Sohawa area of
Jhelum district of Punjab.

"His arrest warrants
were issued today morning

Pakistan’s former prime
minister Imran Khan, who
was arrested by paramili-

tary
Rangers on
Tuesday, is
facing 121
cases
across the
country,
including
for commit-
ting treason
and blas-
phemy and
inciting vio-
lence and
terrorism.

Lahore to

the federal capital
Islamabad, was undergo-
ing a biometric process at
the court when the
Rangers broke open the
glass window and arrest-

Imran Khan faces over
120 cases across Pakistan

ed him after beating

lawyers and Khan's secu-
rity staff, according to
senior party
| leader
Shireen
Mazari. The
Pakistan
Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)
party led by
70-year-old
Khan recent-
ly submitted
alist of cases
to the
Islamabad
High Court
(IHC). The
list states
that 31 cases
have been
registered against Khan in
the federal capital and 30
cases and call-up notices
have been issued in
Lahore, the capital of
Punjab province.

and subsequently he is
arrested,” he said

Khan's arrest warrant,
however, showed that it
was issued on May 1. The
warrant said that Khan was
accused of corruption and
corrupt practice.

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said that Khan
failed to appear before the
court despite being issued
several notices. "The arrest
has been conducted by the
National  Accountability
Bureau for causing losses to

the national treasury,” he
tweeted

In a pre-recorded video
issued by the party after his
arrest, Khan said, "till the
time these words of mine
reach you, I will be arrested
in a baseless case. This
shows that fundamental
rights and democracy in
Pakistan have been buried"
"All this is being done
because they want me to
accept the corrupt, import-
ed government that has
been forcefully imposed on

us," Khan said He said if
someone has a warrant,
they should directly bring it
to me. "Bring the warrant,
my lawyer will be there. I'm
ready to go to the jail
myself," Khan said.

His arrest came a day
after the powerful Pakistan
Army on Monday shmmed
Khan for "highly irresponsi-
ble and baseless" allegations
by him against a serving ISI
officer without any evi-
dence.

"We ask the political
leader concerned to make a
recourse to legal avenues
and stop making false alle-

gations. The institution
reserves the right to take
legal course of action

against patently false and
malafide statements and
propaganda,” the army said,
directly referring to Khan.

Islamabad police
released a brief statement
quoting Inspector General
(IG) Akbar Nasir Khan as
saying that Khan had been
arrested in reltion to the
case which concerns allega-
tions that Bahria Town
allotted land worth Rs 530
million to AFQadir Trust,
owned by the PTI chairman
and his wife Bushra Bibi.

The police chief also
said that the situation in
Islhmabad was "normal”.
He added that Section 144
had been imposed in the
federal capital and action
would be taken against vio-
lators.

"What laws? Courts
attacked by Rangers as if
invading an occupied land -
lawyers & IHC staff also
beaten.

'WASHINGTON.AGENCY

Twitter will remove inac-
tive accounts! Twitter CEO
Elon Musk said Monday
that it would be purging
accounts on the social
media platform that had
been inactive for a number

of years. Pondering upon a
new move, Billionaire Elon
Musk tweeted on Monday,
"We're purging accounts
that have had no activity at
all for several years, so you
will probably see followers
count drop.” A few days
back, Twitter was in the
headlines as several celebri-
ties lost blue tick from their
accounts.

The blue tick served as
a way of protecting well-
known individuals from
impersonation and tackling
false information. "On April
1st, we will begin winding
down our legacy verified
program and removing
legacy verified checkmarks.
To keep your blue check-
mark on Twitter, individu-

activity for several years'

als can sign up for Twitter
Blue," Twitter said in a post
in March. Twitter first intro-
duced the blue check mark
system in 2009 to help
users identify that celebri-
ties, politicians, companies
and brands, news organiza-
tions and other accounts "of

public interest" were gen-
uine and not impostors or
parody accounts. The com-
pany didn't previously
charge for verification.

Following this 'blue
tick' fiasco, Musk
announced on April 30 that
Twitter will allow media
publishers to charge users
on a per-articke basis with
one click from May. He
tweeted, "Rolling out next
month, this platform will
allow media publishers to
charge users on a per articke
basis with one click. This
enables users who would
not sign up for a monthly
subscription to pay a higher
per articke price for when
they want to read an occa-
sional article.
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