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Pakistan monsoon death toll hits
657; nearly 1,000 injured: Officials

PESHAWAR : (AGENCY)

At least 657 people have
died and nearly 1,000 have
been injured since late June
in rain-related incidents in
Pakistan, according to offi-
cials. In a media briefing on
Sunday, National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA) spokesperson
Tayyab Shah said that
heavy monsoon rains are
expected to persist until
August 22. He warned that
two to three more monsoon
spells are expected to hit
the country in September.
Shah noted that this year,
monsoon rainfall had been
50 to 60 per cent heavier
than kst year. This year’s
monsoon  season ranks
among the most destructive
in recent memory, he said.
According to NDMA, 657
people—171 children, 94
women, and 392 men—
died and 929 others were
injured in rain-related inci-
dents across Pakistan since
June 26. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is the worst
hit province with 390
deaths — 288 men, 59 chil-
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dren, and 43 women. In
Punjab, 164 people — 70
children, 63 men, and 31
women— have died in rain-
related incidents since June
26. While Sindh recorded 28
deaths, including 14 chil-
dren and 4 women; in
Balochistan, 20 people,
including 11 children, died
At least 32 people, including
eight children, died in Gilgit
Baltistan, while 15 people,
including five minors, were
killed as heavy rains lashed
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Putin’s bodyguards carried
‘poop suitcase’ to Alaska
summit with Trump: Report

MOSCOW : (AGENCY)

Russian President Viadimir
Putin's bodyguards report-
edly carried a "poop suit-
case” to collect his faecal
waste during the Friday
Alaska summit with US
President Donald Trump, as
reported by The Express
US. The unusual security
measure was said to be
aimed at preventing foreign
powers from obtaining
information about the
Russian leader's health.
"Putin’s bodyguards collect
his faecal waste and bring it
back to Russia when the
leader travels abroad," The
Express US  reported.
During Putin's meeting,
strict security measures
were in plce. He was sur-
rounded by bodyguards,
and a number of steps were
taken to protect him and
Russian intel Citing inves-
tigative journalists Regis
Gente and Mikhail Rubin in
the French publication
Paris Match, The Express
US reported that members
of the Russian President's
Federal Protection Service
(FPS) collect his human
waste, including his faeces,
store it in special bags, and
carry it in dedicated brief-
cases. The measure report-
edly dates back several
years, including Putin's visit
to France in May 2017, The
Express US reported. It is
suspected that the surpris-
ing security measure is
undertaken to stop foreign
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powers from taking sam-
ples of Putin's human waste,
potentially gaining informa-
tion on the Russian keader’s
health. Journalist Farida
Rustamova also reported
that such measures existed
during Putin's visit to
Vienna, where he used a
portable toilet. "She said
that a source revealed the
president has carried out
the practice since he began
his leadership in 1999," The
Express US reported.

The reports came amid
ongoing speculation about
the 72-year-old president's
health. Concerns have been
raised over the years after
Putin appeared to be jerk-
ing his legs during a press
conference in  Astana,
Kazakhstan, last November.
Dr Bob Berookhim had sus-
pected that it could be a
neurological condition such
as Parkinson's disease,
according to The Express
US. Putin was also seen
twitching in his seat while
meeting Belarusian
President Alexandr
Lukashenko in 2023. In
2022, the Kremlin also
moved to quash rumours
circulated by the General
SVR Telegram.

Eight people, including 4
children, died in Islhmabad

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Provincial Disaster
Management  Authority

(PDMA) Director General
Asfandyar Khattak in a
press conference on Sunday
said around 150 people are
missing from Buner and
Shangh districts. According
to officials, 84 people,
including 21 members of a
family preparing for a wed-
ding, were killed in flash
floods triggered by cloud-

bursts in Buner. Rescue
operations are underway
and five armed forces heli-
copters are at the disposal
of the provincial govern-
ment, Khattak said, adding
that the provincial govern-
ment has released PKR 1.5
billion for relief activities.
The PDMA DG said 33
trucks of non-food items
had reached Buner, eight
had reached Swat, and
seven had reached Bajaur,
while additional supplies
were also being dispatched.
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Meanwhile, investigators
have recovered the black
box of the helicopter that
crashed during a rescue
operation near Peshawar,
officials said on Monday.
The MI-17 helicopter had
crashed on August 15 while
transporting relief supplies
to flood-affected residents in
the Salarzai area of Bajaur,
resulting in the death of all
five crew members. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
directed federal ministers to
supervise relief operations
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. Under the PM’s
Relief Package, truckloads of
supplies are being dis-
patched to the affected dis-
tricts. The relief goods
include food rations, tents,
and medicines, which are
being handed over to the
respective district adminis-
trations,  officials ~ said,
According to the education
department, the devastating
rains and flash floods have
completely destroyed 61
government schools, while
414 others were partially
damaged  in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
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Afghanistan after nearly
three years away

'WASHINGTON : (AGENCY)

Returning to Kabul after
nearly three years was like
coming home. Immediately
the essence of Afghanistan
emerged. At passport con-
trol a smile, a hand to the
heart and Salam-o-Alakum.
The same from the bearded
gentleman behind the
counter that collects infor-
mation from foreigners
entering the country. | was-
n't out of the airport before
an Afghan came up to me to
ask if  needed help. I didn’t,
but how lovely and how
Afghan to be asked For me
Afghanistan is more than
the Islamic Emirate and
their repressive rules gov-
erning girls and women or
the previous 20 years of
corrupt, deadly warlords
and a failed US-led interven-
tion, it is about Afghans,
those I have known for
decades, others I meet on
the street who smile, who
ask if they can help, who
put their hand to their heart
to greet you. This trip back
was sad and joyful Sad
because [ went to Kabul to
mourn with Amir Shah, my

‘Zelenskyy could end war almost immedi-
ately if he wants Trump before key meet

'WASHINGTON : (AGENCY)

A day before meeting his
Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, US
President Donald Trump on
Sunday chimed that the
Ukrainian leader could “end
the war with Russia almost
immediately if he wants to.”
Trump also reminded of the
2014 annexation of Crimea
under the Obama adminis-
ration and ruled

Ukraine can end the war
with Russia almost immedi-
ately, if he wants to, or he

can continue to fight.
Remember how it started
No getting back Obama
given Crimea (12 years ago,
without a shot being fired!),
and NO GOING INTO NATO
BY UKRAINE. Some things
never change!!!,” Trump
wrote on Truth Social
Zelenskyy, who has
arrived in Washington for
talks with Trump, pushed
back strongly against the
temporary, shortterm
peace deal, stressing that
the “peace must be hsting”.
He referred to past inci-
dents, such as when Ukraine
was forced to give up
Crimea. “And peace must be
lasting, Not like it was years
ago, when Ukraine was
forced to give up Crimea
and part of our East—part
of Donbas—and Putin sim-
ply used it as a springboard
for a new attack. Or when
Ukraine was given so-called
‘security guarantees’ in

1994, but they didn't work,”
Zelenskyy wrote in an X
post announcing his arrival
in Washington. He further
asserted that Ukraine would
not cede any more territory.

“Crimea should not have
been given up then, just as
Ukrainians did not give up
Kyiv, Odesa, or Kharkiv after
2022. Ukrainians are fight-
ing for their land, for their
independence. Now, our sol-
diers have successes in
Donetsk and Sumy regions.
1 .am confident that we will
defend Ukraine, effectively
guarantee security, and that
our people will always be
grateful to  President
Trump,  everyone in
America, and every partner
and ally for their support
and invaluable assistance,”
he added The Trump-
Zelenskyy meeting comes
just three days after
Trump’s high-stakes talks
with  Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Alaska,

Zelenskyy brings Europe’s top leaders with
him to meet Trump on ending Russia’s war

WASHINGTON : (AGENCY)

Ukraine’s future could hinge
on a hastily assembled
meeting Monday at the
White House as Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy brings with him
an extraordinary cadre of
European leaders to show
US President Donald Trump
a united front against
Russia, The European polit-
ical heavy-hitters were left
out of Trump’s summit
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin last Friday,
and they look to safeguard
Ukraine and the continent
from any widening aggres-
sion from Moscow. By arriv-
ing as a group, they hope to
avoid any debacles like
Zelenskyy’s February meet-
ing in the Oval Office, where
Trump chastised him for
not showing enough grati-
tude for American military
aid The meeting also is a
test of America’s relation-
ship with its closest allies
after the European Union
and  United Kingdom
accepted Trump's tariff
hikes partly because they
wanted his support on

Ukraine. Monday’s showing
is a sign both of the
progress and the possible
distress coming out of the
Alaska meeting as many of
Europe’s  leaders are
descending on Washington
with the explicit goal of pro-
tecting Ukraine’s interests, a
rare and sweeping show of
diplomatic ~ force. “It's
important that America
agrees to work with Europe
to provide security guaran-
tees for Ukraine, and there-
fore for all of Europe,”
Zelenskyy said on X. The
night before the meeting,
however, Trump seemed to
put the onus on Zelenskyy
to agree to concessions and

suggested that Ukraine
could not regain Crimea,
which Russia annexed in
2014, setting off an armed
conflict that led to its broad-

er 2022 invasion.
“President Zelenskyy of
Ukraine can end the war
with Russia almost immedi-
ately, if he wants to, or he
can continue to fight” he
wrote Sunday night on
social media. “Remember
how it started No getting
back Obama given Crimea
(12 years ago, without a
shot being fired!), and NO
GOING INTO NATO BY
UKRAINE. Some things
never change!!!” Zelenskyy
appeared to respond with

his own post late Sunday,
saying, “We all share a
strong desire to end this
war quickly and reliably”
He went on to say that
“peace must be lasting,” not
as it was after Russia seized
Crimea and part of the
Donbas in eastern Ukraine
eight years ago, and “Putin
simply used it as a spring-
board for a new attack”” The
sitdown in Alaska yielded
the possible contours for
stopping the war in
Ukraine, though it was
unclear whether the terms
discussed would ultimately
be acceptable to Zelenskyy
or Putin, Planning to join
Zelenskyy in America’s cap-
ital are European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen.
French President
Emmanuel Macron, British
Prime  Minister ~ Keir
Starmer, German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, Italian
Premier Giorgia Meloni,
Finnish President Alexander
Stubb and NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte. On the
table for discussion are pos-
sible  NATO-like security
guarantees.

which the US leader
described as a success. After
the 3-hour-long meeting,
the US President wrote on
Truth Social, “A great and
very successful day in
Alaska! The meeting with
President Viadimir Putin of
Russia went very well, as
did a late night phone call
with President Zelenskyy of
Ukraine, and various
European Leaders, includ-
ing the highly respected
Secretary General of NATO.
It was determined by all
that the best way to end the
horrific  war  between
Russia and Ukraine is to go
directly to a Peace
Agreement, which would
end the war, and not a mere
Ceasefire Agreement, which
often times do not hold up.”
Meanwhile, US Secretary
Marco Rubio, in an inter-
view with NBC News Meet
the Press, said the President
personally called Zelenskyy
and several European lead-

ers from his plane while
returning from  Alaska.
“President called them from
the airplane, spent two
hours in the middle of the
night talking to them. And
that's why we've been
engaged with them every
step of the way, is we are
trying to find what can we
get to that both sides can
agree on, and it's been diffi-
cult. This is a hard issue set.
But we're dedicating a lot of
time to it’ Rubio said On
what Russia is di

friend and colleague of
more than 30 years, the
death of his mother, Bibi
Hajji. She had lived a long
life, raised Amir Shah alone.
His father died when he
was just two years ok He

knows his father only
through a picture, but his
mother, Bibi Hajji, as he
says “was all my life, just
her and me” Even as she
grew frailer with the pass-
ing years, she always stood
to welcome you. She would
hold my face in her hands
and tell me how happy she
was to see me. In these past
three years away from
Afghanistan she made a
video from her home in
Kabul and in the video she
said: “Kathy Jan you have
left Kabul, but don't forget
me. At her grave we
offered a prayer and I told

Air Canada

her again I would remem-
ber her always and I
thanked her for giving the
world the amazing and
deeply kind man her son,
Amir Shah, had grown to
be. Together with his wife,
they raised eight children,
all of whom have lives of
which to be proud thanks to
their father’s relentless
determination and sacrifice,
working as a journalist
through some of his coun-
try’s most dangerous times.
Amir Shah began his sto-
ried career driving taxi and
retired one of Afghanistan’s
most respected journalists
and the strongest of pillars
in The Associated Press’
Afghanistan operation. Bibi
Hajji's grave was a simple
one, but it stood in the
shadow of the stunning blue
domed Ziarat-e-Sakhi
Shrine and Mosque in
Kabul's Karte Sakhi area.
Located not far from Kabul
University, at the foot of
Kabul's Asamayi Hill, better
known in the city as TV Hill,
the mosque and shrine is a
powerfully important plce
for the country’s minority
Shiite Muslims.

grounded as

striking union defies order
to get back to work

MONTREAL : (AGENCY)

Air Canada's fleet of hundreds of
planes remained grounded on
Monday morning after striking
flight attendants refused a gov-
ernmentbacked order to get
back to work and called on the
airline to return to the bargain-
ing table. The carrier, which nor-
mally carries 130,000 people

Star Alliance of airlines, had
planned to start ramping up
operations on Sunday evening,
after a labour reltions board
ordered the union to reurn to
work and start binding arbi-
tration. The union said no, set-
ting up an almost unprece-
dented standoff with the
Canadian government, which
had requested the back-to-
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in peace settlement, Rubio
noted that Moscow’s condi-
tions are far from accept-
able. “He’s certainly asking
for things that the
Ukrainians and others are
not willing to be supportive
of and that we're not going
to push them to give, and
the Ukrainians are asking
for things that the Russians
are not going to give up on,”
he said. As per CNN, leaders
from France, Germany, the
UK, Italy, and Finland are
expected to attend the
meeting. European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen and
NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte will also be part
of the delegation. The Elysee
Palace said French

TENDER NOTICE
IREL (indi) Unmited, Rare Earths Division invite tender for the following item/job descripton:

Tender
| inGeMPortal _|

Effiuent Treatment Plant (ETP) Cake Processing 20,08.2025
Procurement of Caustic Soda Lye 21.08.2075
Procurement of Oxalic Acid Crystal 22.08.2025
For detals it the following websies

R

GM & Head, RED

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Open Tender E-Notice
Senior Divisional Mechanical Engineer (Diesel), Northern Railway Diesel
Alambagh, L , for

Details of the tender:-
Tender Number: DSL/AMV/MCOMC/248. Name of work: Repair and AMC of
cab HVAC's units ftted in HHP Diesel Locomoives of Diesel Shed, Alambagh,
Lucknow Qty- 68 Nos for 02 years. Bidding Start date: 04.09.2025 Tender
closing Date and time: 18.09.2025, 15.00 hrs. Approximate cost of work:
Rs. 2,25,71,007/- (Rs. Two Crore Twenty Five Lakh Seventy One Thousand Seven
Rupees only). Earnest money: Rs. 2.62,900/- (Two lakh sixty two thousand nine
hundred only), Completion Period: Contract s valid for Two years from the date

President
Macron will “continue the
work  of  coordination
between Europeans and the
United States with the aim
of achieving a just and last-
ing peace that preserves
Ukraine’s vital interests and
the security.

Two new polio cases
confirmed in Pakistan,
tally rises to 21 in 2025

ISLAMABAD : (AGENCY)

One new poliovirus case
was confirmed each in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Sindh, bringing Pakistan's
total count this year to 21,
National Institute of Health
(NIH) said on Monday,
Dawn reported Pakistan is
one of the last two countries
in the world, alongside
Afghanistan, where polio
remains endemic. Despite
global eradication efforts,
Dawn reported that factors
such as security challenges,
vaccine hesitancy and mis-
information continue to

obstruct progress.
According to a statement
from the Regional

Reference Laboratory for
Polio  Eradication  at
Islamabad's NIH, the latest
cases involve a six-year-old
girl from Union Council
Pattan in KP's Kohistan dis-
trict and a 21-month-old
girl from UC Matli-2 in
Sindh's Badin. "With these
detections, the total number
of polio cases in Pakistan in
2025 has reached 21,
including 13 from KP, six
from Sindh, and one each

from Puniab and Gilgit
Baltistan," the statement
noted. Dawn reported that

Tender Notice No.: DSL/AMV/MCO/WC/248 Dt. 18.08.2025 25192025
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NOTICE FOR BOOK CLOSURE AND 53rd AGM
THROUGH VC/OAVM AND E VOTING
Notice is hereby given that the Fifty third AGM of the Members of
Alps Industries Limited will be held on Tuesday, September, 30 2025
at 3:00 PM. through VC/ OAVM facility without the physical
presence of members, [0 ransact the Ordinary and Special
Business, as set outin the Noti
of the Fifty Third Annual General Meeting shall be deemed to be
conducted at the Registered Office of the Company, which shall be
the deemed venue of the AGM. As per the MCA/SEBI Circulars,
company will provide remote e-voting or e-voting at the time of AGM
to members to cast their votes on the resolutions set in the Notice.
The Notice & Annual Report for the Financial Year 2024-25 will be sent
in electronic mode to all the members of the company whose e-mail
addresses are registered with the company or the Depository
Participant(s) only and no physical copies will be sent. Hence
members must update their E mail IDs with their DP/ R & T M/s
Alankit Assignments Ltd. on or before 21.08.2025 to enable the
company to send the e mail to the maximum members of the
company as per the below mentioned procedures. The Notice &
Annual Report of the company will be uploaded on the website ofthe

polio is a highly
and incurable disease that
can cause lifelong paralysis.
The only effective protec-

Company at om and on the Stock Exchanges
at m. Pursuant to Section
O1'of the Companies Act, 2013 be informed ihat the Register of
Members/Share Transfer Books of the company will remain closed

tion against the
virus is the repeated admin-
istration of the oral polio
vaccine (OPV) for every
child under five during each
campaign, along with time-
ly completion of all routine
immunisations, the NIH
said. It added that from
September 1 to 7, a sub-
national polio vaccination
campaign will be conduct-
ed, targeting more than 28
million children under five
across 99 districts nation-
wide. "The campaign in
southern Khyber Pakhtun
khwa will be conducted
from 15 September. The
goal is to ensure every child
in these districts.

om 10, 2025 to Thursday, September 11,
2025 (Both days inclusive)
Manner of registering /updating email addresses for obtaining Notice:
©of AGM, Annual Report 2024-25 and/or log in credentials for joining
the AGI
Physical Holding: Member may send an email to the company at
j: il ies.com and with it.com with

the following details:
Scanned copy of duly signed request letter mentioning your name,
address, Folio No., Number of shares held by the Members, Share
certificate number, Email address and mobile number alongwith
scanned copy of sella(lesled Aadhar Card & PAN Card.
Demat Holding: Need: ith their relevant depositor
participant. The detailed process for same is available in the Notice
of the meenng Members of the Company holding shares in either
physical or ized form as on Tuesday 23,2025
beingthe cul off date may cast their vote electronically.
By order of the Board
For Alps Industries Ltd.

Sd/-

(Ajay Gupta)

Place: Ghaziabad Company Secretary

Date: August 18, 2025 & AVP-Legal
20 ©



