Follow us on'i Faceboolkhttps:llwww facebook.com/opensearch.c o.in [} Twitter] @OPENSERCH2 You Youtube open search W E-mail |opensearcheng|ish@gmai|,oom

OPEN SEARCH

National English Daily

NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022

Rs. 1/-

Pages- 8

RNI No. DELENG/2016/67075

:
Emergency in 1975 a ‘nlack spot on vibr ant histo-
a's cemocracy, says PM Madi in Gerrr

® ergency in India
Bas announced on
une 25, 1975, when

Congress kader Indira
Gandhi was the prime min -
ister and was lifted on
March 21, 1977.

BRIEF NEWS

'Uncertain future":
Mamata asks @&ntre to
increase re tirement ag e
of ‘Agniveers’ to 65 years

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

West Bengl chief minister and Trinamool
Congress supremo Mamat Banerjee on
Monday urged the Narenda Modi-led Cente to
extend the retirement age of Agniveers,
recruits of the newy announced Agnipath
scheme b 65 years, filing which, she said
they will have an ‘uncerain’ future after a our-
year contact comes b an end “What will these
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1y of Ind

MUNICH: (AGENCY)

Terming the impositon of

the Emergency in 1975 a
"black spot" on the vibrant
history of India's democracy,
Prime Minister Narenda
Modi on Sunay targeted the
Congress Brty and said that
democracy, which is in the
DNA of every Indian, was
trampled and sumpressed 47

any

sobiers do after four years? What will be their
fate? It's uncerain;’ Banerjee was gwted as
saying . “My moto is b creake more empby-
ment opportunities unlike policies of the BJP
led cental government that train peopke for
four months and recruit them br four years...
We cemand that the reirement age be &tend-

ed to 65 years; the Trinamool Congress boss

added Banerjee said the saffron payt has
launched the new éfence recruiment scheme
keeping in mind the 2024 Lok Sabha pall
Under the Agnipath scheme, peogpl
between the ages of 17.5 and 2legrs will be
recruited into the military service of their
choice br four years. Afer this tenure, 25% of
the Agnieers will be retained and the remain
ing 75% will be permitted to return to civilian
life. The intoduction of the scheme riggered
nationwide protests by armed frces aspirans
as well as the Oosition. In the wake of wide-
spread protests, the ministy of home affirs
relaxed the upper age Imit for Agnipath aspt
rants from 21 o 23 years Pr the first year

(2022 cycke) only and ako announced a 10 per

cent resenation for ‘Agniveers' in the Cenal

Armed Police Forces (CAPB) and Assam

Rifles. Earier too, the Bengl chief minister had
hit out at the Madi government over the new
military recruitment scheme, sging that the
Bharatlya Janad Rarty was tying to creae its
own armed cade through the programme.
"The BJP isrying to creake its ovn armed
cade base throudn this scheme.

Muk ul Roy resigns as Public

years ago but the peopé
answered the conspiracies
to crush it in a émocratic
way Prime Minister Modi,
who is visiing Germany to
attend the G7 Summitmace
the remarks while adiress
ing thousand of members of
the Indian community at a
grand event held at the Audi
Dome sadium in Munich.

"Today is June 26 ‘hich
is akso known as the dy
when India's democracy,
which is in the DM of every
Indian, was tampled and
suppressed 47 yars ago
Emergency is a lack spot on
the vibrant history of India's
democracy,' Modi said ftr-
geting the  opposition
Congress Rrty in a speech
from abroad

Emergency vas
announced in Inda on June
25, 1975, when Congress
leackr Indira Gandhi was the

-

4 il

prime minister and was fft-
ed on March 21, 1977.
"The peopke of Inda
answvered all the conspira
cies © crush cemocracy in a
democratic way. We Indans
take pride in our cemocracy
wherever we are’; Modi said
in his over 30 minutes
speech at the indor arena,

described as the drgest
Indian community event of
Prime Minister Modi in con
tinental Europe.

Modi said that Indians
are proud of their democra-
cy. "Taday, we can proudly
say that India is the mother
of democracy... The tersity
of culture, food, cbthes,

music and taditions makes
our democracy vibrant. India
has shavn that democracy
can celiver and has eliv-
ered"

Addressing the Indan
community members in
Munich, Mdi lauded the
contibution of the daspora
in promoting India's swccess

story and actng as brand
ambassadrs of India's suc-
cess.

The Prime Miniser high-
lighted India's growth story
and menioned various ini-
tiatives uncertaken by the
government to further
achieve the county's devel-
opment agend.

"In the last cenury,
Germany and other cour
tries benefited from the 3rd
Industrial Revolution. India
was a shve back then that's
why it couddn't leverage ben
efits. But nav India will not
be Eft behind in the 4th
Industrial Revolution, it's
now leadng the world," Modi
said He said Indh has shovn
how well democracy is cliv-
ering in suwch a \ast and so
diverse county. "The way
crores of Indans hae
achieved big goab together,
it is unprececented Taday
every village in Inda is open
defecaion free, has é&cticity
and 99% of the vilages ado
have ckan caking fuel. India
has been proiding free
ration to 80 crore pmr peo-
ple for the last 2 years, he
added Not ony this, in Inda,
on average, ve have a 'unk
corn' every 10 days, he aded

Ind 1a, UK © hold fifth round

Uddhav Thackeray hands over
port folios of Eknath Shinde, 8
rebel minist ers to others

Accounts Committee chairman

in West Bengal assembly
NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

The Confeckeration of
Indian Industry (Cll) and it s
UK counterpart , the

of talks on FTA In July

] ment” to be conadlided by the

end of Ocbber. Johnson said
g i ' the FTA coutl doublke trade and

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

Maharashta Chief Miniser
Udlhav Thackeray on
Monday (June 27, 2022)

The Shv Sena nw has

four cabinet ministers,
including CM  Udhav
Thackeray, Aadtya

Thackeray, Anil Rarab, and

handed over portfolios of Subhash Desai. Barring
nine rebe ministers, who
are currently camping with
Shiv Sena dacer Eknath
Shinde in Gwvahat, to
other ministers. The port
folios of the rebd minis-
ters were being haned
over to other ministers for
ease of athinistration, an
official statement said
"Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray has ckcided to
hand over the portfolios of
five absent minisers and
four ministers of sate to
other ministers to ensure
smooth functioning of the
public interest and ©
ensure smath functioning
of the cepartment in case of
heavy rains and caamities;’
a satement by the Pubic
Relations Ramm, Chief
Minister's Secreariat, said

Confederation of Brit ish
Industry (CBI), have formed
the UK-Ind ia Business
Commission to increase
cross-industry collabor a-
tion and to push the trade
deal over the line

investment by the end of the
decace. Ower the past Bw
months, Inda has conalded
trade ceak with the United
Arab Emirates and Austalia.

Johnson ackneledged at
the time that there were diffi-
cult issues, seh as ariffs on
whisky, but said there is ao a
“massive push from both
governments to ge the FTA
done. The Cordderation of
Indian Industry (Cll) and its
UK counerpart, the
Confkederation of British
Industry (CBI), have formed
the UKlIndia  Business
Commission b increase
cross-industry collaboration
and to push the tade ckal
over the line. The UK’s renew
abke secbr is eyeing a greaer
role in India’s tansition to
ckan energy unér the pro-
posed FA.

Mukul Roy has resigned from the post of chair
man of the Pubic Accouns Commitee (FAC)

of the Assemby. Mukul Roy sent his resigna

tion letter in an e-mail b assemb} spealer

Biman Banerjee on Mondy. At the end of the
assemby session on Fday, the spealer

extended the trm of 41 commitees br one

more year. As a resul Mukul Roy's tenure as
PAC chairman vas abo extended by one year. A
person known to be abse © Mukul Roy, who

did not wish to be named said Mukil Roy

resigned as the chairman of the &C on
Monday. Rg, who won the 2021 assemby

polls on a BJPidket from Krishnanagar Uttar

constituency in Nada district, had efected to

the ruling Trinamool Congress a monthetter in

June 2021. Heid not, however, resign as aelg-

islator despite being askd to do so ly the saf

fron party. "I have sent ny resignaion as FAC
chairman to Spealer Biman Banerjee. My
tenure (as AC chairman) was br one year and

it is about to end s@n. So | dcided to resign’

Roy. The speakr had apointed him as AC
chairman in Juy last year.
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Aadtya Thacleray, the rest
three are MLCs.

In the tipartite Maha
Vikas Adadi (MVA) gov-
ernment ked by the Sena,
the Udlhav Thacleray-led
party had 10 Cabinerank
ministers bebre the rebd-
lion and four Ministers of
Sate (MoS), inalding two
from the Sena gota. Nine
Maharashta  ministers
have so &r joined the rebd
camp &d by Eknath Shineé
in Guhawati.

India and the UK said on
Monday they will hold the fifth
round of talks for a free tade
agreement in New Déi in
July, with leacers of the o
countries having aready se a
target for concluding the
negotations by Ocbber.

The wo sides conalided
the fourth round of talks for
the India-UK Fee Trade
Agreement (FA) on June 24,
accordng to a joint outome
statement. During the burth
round of negoiations, a

1

“detailed draft tréﬁty text was
advanced across the majorit
of chapers”, the satement

B 1

X ¥ Lo : C'-_.-a
majority of the officiak joining
virtually. “The fifth round of
negotations is die to take
said “Technical gperts from place in Juf 2022 in New

both sides came ogether for  Dehi,” the satement said
discussions in 71 separat At their summit in New
sessions cwering 20 policy Dédhi in April, Prime Miniser
areas, the satement adled Narenda Modi and his UK
The fourth round of tech-  counterpart Boris Johnson
nical alks was hdd in a hybrid  said they expected a “majority
format, with some tams of talks on a comprehensie
meeting in London and a and baknced free tade agree

Punjab borrows keaf from Ddhi book SC gants rebels tme till July 12 to file reply;
for Mohalla clnics,

The state government has
allocated 4,731 crore for
the health sector - an
increase of 23.80% com-
pared to FY 2021-2022.

The Bhagvant Mann-ked
Punjab gwoernment on
Monday announced free
treatment for road accicent
victims as a part of & budg-
et. Taking adaf from Déhi
government  book, a

. _:“fta;*ap ;fl
1
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‘Farishtey’ scheme will be
rolled out in Punjab uneér
which a vicim of a road
accicent can be aditted to
any hospital

The injured person will
be given a free-of-costreat-
ment, and the enire cost
will be borne by the Mann-

led dspensaion, the
Bhagwant Mann goern-
ment  announced  on

Monday in its first budget.

Shting that “casuaties
in road accicents due to the
dearth of timely medcal
help is a remorseful &peri-
ence’, sate's finance minis
ter Harpal Singh Cheema
said “The suférers of road
accicents will be gven free
treatment and the enire
cost would be borne ly the

government of Punjald’ He
added that the AAP geern-
ment is “extremely senst
tive” to the cause and wuld
try to make sure that “ary-
one who suffers from a
road accicent is saved”
Mohalla clinics, which
provide affordable teat-
ment, will be sd& up across

the state. The AAP geern-
ment in Ddhi has often
given exampk of its Mohalh

clinics while listing its
achievements.

Mearnwhile, = Cheema
tabled the first budget of the

state's AAP geernment on
Monday, three months afer
the AAP won with a whop-

accient victims

ping victory in the assemby
ekctions. The site finance
minister began by talking of
the government's anti-cor-
ruption drive.

The shte government
has albcated 74,731 crore
for the heath secbor - an
increase of 23.80% com
pared to FY 2021-2022.
271,033 crore has been alt
cated for medical education
which is an increase of
56.60% as comparedd FY
2021-22.

The Mohalh - which
will be also calkd Pind cln-
ics - aim b decentalise the
public heath services b the
lowest evel The sate gov-
ernment has promised b
set up 16 medcal coleges
in the stte in the net five
years. Rrther, it will also
set up two super-specialy
hospitals - one at Rtiala and
another one at fridkot in
the coming o years.
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Maharashtra govt to ensure

The Supreme Court on
Monday issued notces ©
Maharashta deputy speak
er Narhari Zirwal, Sena
chief whip Sunil Prabhu
and kgishture party leader
Ajay Chawhary on the pei-
tions by Eknath Shine and
15 other dissident MLAs
chalenging the dsqualifica-
tion notice to the rebd
camp. “Hasé can ¢ad ©
undesirabe conseqgences,
the top court told the deputy
spealer. All paries have
been asled to file counter
affidavits within five days.
Shindke camp gés three
days to respond D counter
affidavits. Next hearing on
Juy 11. The Supreme Court
asked the Maharashta gov-
ernment to ensure proec
tion of 39 dssident MLAs
and their family members.
The top court records the
undertaking by the sate
government counsd that
no harm shall be causeda
the life, iberty and proper-

MLAS' safety

ties of the 39 dssidents.
The Supreme Court

asked the Maharashta
deputy spealer Narhari
Zirwal to file a abtailed affi
davit in connection the no-
confidence moton moved
against him by the Eknath
Shinde-ed rebd Shv Sena
camp.

The top court issted the
directive after the deputy
spealer questioned the
authenticity of the removal
motion by the rebd camp.
The Shine faction on June
22 had fied a notce for the
removal under Article 179

of the consttution and rule
11 of the Maharashta
Assemby Ruks.

The Supreme Court

asked for all the records
from the office of dputy
spealer, this afer his coun
sd Rajeey Dhavan told the
bench that he gestioned
the authentcity of the
removal motion as it was
sent through an email
Earlier, the Supreme
Court had asled the rebé
facton why didn't they
approach the high court.
Neeraj K Kaul the bwyer
representing.
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Health, Education Key Focus In Hrst
Budget Of AAR-Ruled Punjab Govt.

CHANDIGARH: (AGENCY)

Punjab FRnance Minister Harpal
Sindh Cheema on Monay present
ed the AAP gwernment's first
budget for FY23 in the sate assem
bly and announced that thedcus in
the first year will be to restore dete-
riorating fiscal heath, celiver on the
promises of gmd governance and
concentate on healh, agricuture
and edicaton. The AAP geern-
ment is fuffilling its first guarantee
(promise) made to the peopk of
Punjab ty providing 300 units of
domestic power supply per month
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vividly

free to all ciizens from Jw 1, Mr
Cheema said

Presening the Bhagwant
Mann gorernment's maiden budget
after AAP camed power in March
this year, Mr Cheema said the ge
ernment has proposed ¢ strt the
Punjab Young Enepreneur pro-
gramme © encourage @ss 11 si-
dents to propose their business
ideas.

The sate government will pro -

years.

vide seed mong of ? 2,000 per st-
dent under this programme, the
finance minister said as he present
ed the paperéss bulget.

Mr Cheema ao announced
that the government will set up 16
new medcal coleges wer five

The government will
eskblish 117 "Mohalk Cinics", for
which ? 77 crore has been ear
marked The bcus in the first year

also

will be to restore deteriorating fis-
cal heath, celiver on the promises
of good governance ly ensuring
effectve use of publc funds and
concentate on heath and edica
tion, the minister said

"I propose a budget expendi-
ture of ? 1,55,860 croredr 2022-
23, which reflects 14.20 per cent
growth as compared b 2021-22;
he said The g@ernment has ecid-
ed to approve fresh recruiment of

26,454 peopé and reguarisation of
36,000 contactual empbyees, he
said The AAP geernment pledges
to send by farmers and shall con
tinue providing free power to the
agriculture secbr, he aded
Rekrred to the white paper on
state finances, vhich was presened
in the sate assemb} on Satirday,
he said the @cument males it

fered decades of fiscal impruwence.

The current effectve oustand-
ing debt of Punjab shands at ? 2.63
lakh crore, the miniser informed.

He said that the site gosern-
ment will issue this year the @nder
Responsve Budgeting Guicklines,
setting out the stategy © promote
the goal of geneér equalty and
mainstreaming for bringing in
social transformation and diminat-
ing inequality.

The gorernment has icentified
100 existing schmls that are pro
posed D be upgragtd as "schols of
eminence'.
earmarked for this purpose.

ckar that Punjab has suf

? 200 crore has beer

BriefsNews

Extend Retirement Ag e Of
‘Agniveers' To 65 Years:

Mamata Banerjee
BURDWAN (WEST BENGAL): (AGENCY)

West Bengl Chief Miniser Mamat Banerjee on|
Monday urged the Cene to extend the retirement age of
sobiers recruited uncer the Agnipath’ scheme b 65
years, conending that they will stare at an uncerain
future at the end of the dur-year term. Chief Miniser
Banerjee ato said the BJHed cental government
launched the new
defence  recruiment
scheme leeping in
mind the 2024 Lok
Sabha pok.

"My motto is to cre-
"% ate more and more jobs|
| th unlike the BJPThey are

: - training peopk for four
months and recruing them for four years. What will
these salliers do after four years? What will be their
fate? It's uncerain. "We émand that the rdirement age
be extended to 65 years (under the Agnipath scheme),
she said at an gent in Burdwan in West Bengl.

It envisages recruitng in the armed brces youths in
the age braclet of 17-andhalf to 21 years for only four
years, with a provision to retain 25 per cent of them ér
15 more years. or 2022, the uger age Imit has been
extended to 23 years. The West Beraj chief minister
had earier claimed that the BJP was using the schemeot
build its ovn "armed cade basé€.

2 Terrorist s Killed In
Encounter In Jammu And
Kashmir's K ulgam: Police

SRINAGAR: (AGENCY)

Two unidentified militants on Mondy were killed in an
encounter with security forces in Kilgam dstrict of
Jammu and Kashmlr police said Securiy forces
‘ prd launched a cordn and
2., search operaion at
.+ Nowpora-Kherpora in
<: the Trubji area of the
* district following infor-
_+ Mmation about the pres
! ence of miltants there,
= a police official said He
: : ~ said the search opera
tion turned into an encouner in which two ultras were
killed The icentity and group affilation of the terrorists
is being ascerined the official said adling the opera
tion is sill underway.

BJP Win In UP Shaevs
People Are In Favour Of
Agnipath: Bihar Minist er

PATNA: (AGENCY)

A BJP ministr in Bihar on Mondy ckimed that the
party's success in ly-polls for a coupé of Lok Sabha seat]
in Uttar Pradesh was intamount to a \ote for Agnipath —
the contentious new scheme of recruinent in the
armed forces which has tiggered protest in the two
adjoining populous sates. Pramd Kumar, who hols the
law portfolio, made a cclmation to the efiect ouside
the siate assemby, gving vent to his frustation over the
adiournment of proceedngs on account of a rakus cre-
ated by the opposition which has been dmandng with-
drawal of the new scheme.Agniveers are at vork in
more than a @zen counties. Mary multinational (sic)
countries have this schemé, said the miniser, agparent-
ly referring to mary major powers having acbpted a ys-
tem of contactual recruitment in lower ranks of armed
forces. "The peom of Azamagrh and Rampur in Utar
Pradesh hare shovn that the public is overwhelmingly
in favour of Agnipath. Our pary atained huge vicbries
there", said the BJPehckr referring to the o con
stituencies which his party has wresed from the
Samajwadi Party in neck and neck corgsts. In ine with
his party's stand that protests in Bihar were part of a
“conspiracy” and not a sponaneous ouburst of
aggrieved youths, the miniser asked “why is it that
Bihar is in throes of vioknt protests while mary other
states where a muwch larger proportion of population
joins the armed brces have remained unbuched

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Maharashta minister
Aadtya Thacleray on
Monday threw another
dare at rebd Shiv Senadad

ers to come &ce b face and
tell him what's wrong with

the government. The ge-

ernment and the pary, kd
by Aadtya Thacleray's
father Uddhav Thacleray,
are facing a muiny by sen

ior leacer Eknath Shind's
facton and nearly 40 of the
55 Sena MLAs. Aatya
Thackeray caled the Shing
camp "raitors, not rebds",
and said "Those wvho
betray... they never win. We
are conficent of and are gé

ting a bt of bve!" His com
ments came as the pdical
slugfest  reached the
Supreme Courf which will

next hear the mater on Juy
11.

Asked specificaly
about  minister  Uday
Samant joining the Shind
camp in a hotl in Guvahat,
Assam, Mr Thackray said
"It is his decision, but he

Prevent Muslims From Being Misl ed In
2024 Polls: Mayawatl To Party Work ers

LUCKNOW (AGENCY)

Appreciating the perform-
ance of her pary canddate
in the Lok Sabha ppoll in
Azamaarh, BSP presidnt
Mayawati on Monday asked
party workers to keep the
momentum and prevent
Muslims from being miséd
in the 2024 general ¢ection.
"The determination
and courage with which all
the BSP workers, office
bearers and pary canddate
Shah Aam alias Gudu
Jamal have fought the
Azamgarh Lok Sabha fgpoll
need © be maingined il
2024 Lok Sabha general
ekctons as part of the

o
resolve while main@ining

election readiness,
Mayawati said in a weet in
Hindi. In another tveet, she
said not only Azamgarh, but
BSP's suggle and eforts
have to be coninued in the
entire UP D corvert the

"Won't Tak e Guvahati Route
Even If I'm Beheaded":
Sends Sanjay Raut

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Shiv Sena MP SanjaRaut
on Monday dubbed the
Enforcement Direcbrate's
summons issed to him as
a "conspiracy" and said
even if he is kiled he wiII

not resort to the Guvahat
route tken by rebel MLAs
from Maharashta.

The Enbrcement
Directorate, or ED has
summoned Mr Raut on
Tueschy for questioning in
a money laundering probe
linked to the re-cevebp-
ment of a Mumbai 'chavl’,
officials said

The evebpment
comes as the SkiSena bat
tles rebdlion from a group
of its MLAs, vino are camp
ing in Assans Guwahat
city, puting a question
mark on the future of
Maharashta's Maha \ikas
Aghadi (MVA)
government. "l
just got to know
that the ED has
sent me a nace.
Major devebp-
. ments are aking
| place in
'|* Maharashta. We

: all are Shv
Sainiks of (Sena
founder)
Balasaheb. This
isa consplracy Ewen if | am
beheackd | will not take the
Guwvahat route! Raut said
in a weet in Marathi and
tagged BJRehcer Devendra
Fadnhavis.

Sanjgy Raut's brother
MLA Sunil Raut @dimed the
ED summons vere to scare
the parliamentarian as he
has been oposing the BJP

groundwork into votes.

“In this sequence, it is
also important to protect a
particular community from
being miskd in the upcom
ing elections;’ she saidin an
apparent reference D
Muslim voters. Maawati

had on Sundy said that the
outcome of the lypoll has

proved that ony BSP has
the "ground force" to defeat

the BJP in the stte. “The UP
bypoll results has once
again proved that ony BSP
has the ‘ground brce to

defeat BJP here. The pars

effort to prove this to the

entire community will con-

tinue, so that the meh

awaited political change
can tke phlce in the site;

the BSP chief said She
tweeted “The ruling party

wins most of the lypolls,

yet the tough fight the BSP
has given to the ruling BJP
and SP in Azamarh is com

mendabk.

SATE

"Traitors Never Win"; Aaditya Thackeray
On Sena Rebds After Court Hearing

will come before us some
day. He will have to bok us

eye

in the somedy."

Congress "unnatral”,
demandng that the party,
founded by Baksaheb

#WATCH | "We are confi
dent of winning. We hae all
love with us. Those vho
betray don't win. Those
who run away don't win,"
says Maharashta minister
and Shv Sena éader
Aadtya Thacleray when
asked how confident is he
that the M\A govt won't fall.
pic.twitter.com/CCg2SzhjJO
The rebd facton has
termed Shv Sen& alliance
with  the  Nationalist
Congress Rrty and the

Thackeray, restore its
alliance with the BJP as
they have a shared i¢obgy
of Hindutva. Team
Thackeray has rubbished
the ideobgy chim and said
the rebdlion is scripted by
the BJP wich keads the gor-
ernment at the Cente.
"Those who ran away
from here and are calhg
themseves rebds, if they
wanted to rebd, they
should've ne it here. Thg
shoul've resigned

UP Man Beakn To Death Ower
"Rotis" On Birthd ay: Police

BAREILLY (UP): (AGENCY)

A 30-year-old man was killed in a dspute over 'rotis' in the
Cant Police Sation area in Bareily in Utar Pradesh, polce
said on Monay. Since the mdgr concerns wo communk
ties, adlitional police force has been dpbyed in the area as
a precautonary measure, they said The incicent took place
in Chanehaa area of the cif on Sunay, when a resaurant
owner, with his stff, thrashed one Suny and his cousin,
sendng them to hospital. Sunty had phced an orér for
150 'rotis' to a resaurant in Chanehaa area or his birthday
party on Sungy and had ado madk the payment. But when
the owner sent only 40 'rotis', Sunry, abng with a cousin of
his, went to the resaurant and raised the mater with the
owner and got into an argument with him, said the com
plaint lodged by the father of the vicim. As the mater got
heated Zeeshan, the wner of the hotel, with his s&ff
attacked the wo men with sicks kaving them critically
injured. Both were rushed b a hospial where Sunry suc-
cumbed D injuries later in the night, while his cousin Bahl
was uncergoing reatment, police said Two cousins of the
owner and a worker have been arresed while the hunt is

on for Zeeshan, thg said

Assam Fbods: Water Level Receding
But Over 22 Lakh Still Affect ed

GUWAHATI: (AGENCY)

Assams flood situation is
showing signs of improve-
ment with the water leve of
most rivers mainfining a
recedng trend while over
22 lakh remain afected
across the sate, officiak
said on Monay. Havever,
the situation in Sikhar,
headjuarter town of Cachar
district, remained grim as
several areas are stl water-
logged officials said The bll
in the state has increasedd
126 after five ceaths were
reported on Sundy while
two others had gone miss
ing. The btal number of
affected peopé ceclined to
22.21 bkh in 28 dstricts on
Sunday while the figure was
25.10 kkh on the previous
day, accordng to a buléetin
issued by the Assam fate

Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA). The
rivers Kopili, Barak and

Kushiara are fbwing above

the danger &vel.

In Sichar town, which
is submerged or over a
week, efbrts are on b pro-

vide relief to those areas
where the adninistration is
yet to reach ly air to dop

packets with food, dinking

water and other essentl

items by Indian Air Force
helicopters.  Unmanned
Aerial Vehicke (LAV) is mon
itoring and condicting a
survey to prepare a fbod

map of Sithar town so as b
identify the extent of dam-
age in dfferent areas and
help in taking measures ¢

mitigate the dmage in
future, Cachar Deput
Commissioner Kerthi Jali
said The Distict Disaster
Management  Authorily
(DDMA), UNICEF
OXRM, an inernational
charitable  organisation,
have sarted operaing boat
mounted water treatment

and

units to dinking water to
the peopk in need within
Sichar and is peripheral
areas, she aded Chief
Minister Himanta Bisva
Sarma visied and reviewed
Silkchar twice within two
days on Sundy and
reviewed the rdief and res
cue operaions in the town.
Sichar has been seerely
affected as vater gushed in,
following a breach in the
dyke at Bekundi, and
Sarma akged that the thod
in the town is "man maa".

The sate government
has tansported 3575 bod
packets to Sithar from
Guvahat and Jorhat
Mearwhile, 2,542 vilages
under 75 revenue circkes
across the sate remain
affected by the current
wave of fbods while
2,17,413 peopt hare aken
shdter in 564 relief camps,
the ASDMA said in a bul
letin. Large sca erosion
was abo reported

Sanjay Raut's Brother Denies Bemg In Tou ch W| h Rebel MLA Eknath Shinde

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Shiv Sena dacer Sanjy
Raut's brother, Sunil Raut
on Monday dismissed
claims that he was in buch
with rebel Eknath Shinc,
stating that he was a
staunch Shv Sainik and will
continue to work for the
party till his last breath.
Sunil Raut is a wo-time
MLA  from  Mumbai's
Vikhroli in Maharashta.

On Sundy, there were
media reports that the rebé
Eknath Shing camp had
contacted Sunil Raut and
the latter might head
towards Gwahat where
the rebes has been putng
up in  hotel since
Wedhesdy.

When asled about the
specuhtion, Sunil Raut said
"Why will | go to Gwahat?
| would rather go o Goa ©
see is naural beauty. Will |
go to Gwahat to see the
faces of thoseraitors? | am

a Shv Sainik, and | will
work for the party till my
last breath"

He further exuded con
fidence that Maharashta
Chief Minister Udlhav
Thackeray will surely win.

"Narayan Rane and Raj |

Thackeray can sg all that
they want to sa. Udlhav
Thackeray will surely win. |

was in Shv Sena and | will |

remain in this party,’ he
addled The Shi Sena+4d
Maha Mkas Adnadi (MVA)
government in Maharashta
is facing crisis as more than
two-thirds of its MLAs hae
rebelled aginst the party
president and Maharashta
Chief Minister Thackeray.
Meanwhile, Mr Shin& has
caled a med¢ing of MLAs
camping with him later
today, said sources. The
meeting is caled amid a
Supreme Court hearing
against the dsqualification
notices isswed by Deputy
Spealer Narhari Zirwal

against rebe MLAs. The
rebel leacer ako chaknged
the appointment of Ajay
Chawhary as the Shi
Senas kgishtive kacker in

the House in phce of
Shinde. The péitioner, Mr
Shince has soubt to isste
direction to Depuly Spealer
to not take ary acton in the
disqualification  petition
under Rue 6 of MLA
Defection Ruks seeking -
qualification of the rebd

MLAs and ao not b take
any acton on the same unt
the resolution for removal
of the Depuy Spealer is
decided The  Depuw
Spealer, who is in charge of

the House in the absence of

the Spealer and has issed
the notice dated June 25,
2022, in the dsqualification
petition against the pédi-
tioner. Earier, Mr Shincg

spoke to Maharashta
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
o0 ©

chief Raj Thackray about
the recent poitical situation
in the skte. He spok to Raj
Thackeray over the phone
twice and abo enquired
about his heath.

Mr Shinde, who is cur
rently camping in Assam
abng with other MLAs, on
Sunday lashed out at the
party for allegedy support-
ing the cuprits of the
Mumbai  bomb  bhst,
Dawood Ibrahim and those
responsibke for the ftaking
lives of innacent peopeé.

"How can Bahsaheb
Thackeray's Shiv Sena sup
port people who had a
direct connecion with cul-
prits of Mumbai bomb kst
Dawood Ibrahim and those
responsibke for taking lives
of innocent peopk of
Mumbai. That's why we
took such a sep, it's beter
to die! Mr Shinck said in a
tweet. Hovever, Shv Sena
leacer Aadtya Thacleray
claimed that on Mg 20, CM

Uddhav Thackeray had
asked Eknath Shiné to
become CM if he anted to,
but at that time he dd
drama and nov just a
month later, he rebdled

Former minister and
Shiv. Sena MLA Deepak
Kesarkar, who is naw in the
Eknath Shingt camp, had
said that the MLAs of the
Shince camp are reag to
face the fbor test in the
Maharashta Legishtive
Assemby at ary time, but
first recognition shoud be
given to Mr Shind's faction.

The Shin@ facton has
named their group 'Shv
Sena Basaheb. The nam
ing of the group afer the
name of the Shr Sena
founder Bahsaheb
Thackeray atracted sharp
reactions from the Udihav
facton as the Chief Ministr
said that those who Eft the
party shoutl not seek wtes
in the name of the pary
founder.
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Kejrt wal Govt. © make GOVID vaccines avall -
able at Aam Aadmi Mohall a clinics soon

Addition of new vaccination

centres at Mohalla Cinics

will  help government

achieve the higher vaccina-
tion target soon, especially
for precaut ion doses- Dy CM
Manish Sisodia

Kejriwal Government ’s aim
is to ensure last mile celivery
of preventive and curative
health care servic es, vacci-
nation sites at Mohalla
Clinics will mak e precaution
doses of @VID vaccine
more accessible- Dy CM
Manish Sisodia

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

To give a bmst to the vacck
nation drive in the capial
and malke the precauton
doses more accessib| the
Kejriwal Garernment will
now provide COVID-19 \ac
cination at Aam Aadhi
Mohalla Clnics. For this,

vaccinaion centes will be
set up across all the Mohal
Clinics. This is a major sp
towards further increasing
the vaccinaion rate in the
capital, after a or-to-door
campaign. Speaking about
the Initiative, Depuy Chief
Minister ~ Shri  Manish
Sisadia said “Sate has
adopted the muti pronged
strategy © achieve optimal
coverage of waccinaion of
all eligible beneficiaries.
CQurrently, vaccinaion is
being provided in a mission
mode, but stll a cohort of
population for the second
dose and significanyy high-
er cohort is due for the
newly adled precauion
dose. Aldition of vaccina
tion centes at Mohal& clin-
ics will help us achiee the
higher vaccinaion target
soon’Deputy Chief Miniser
Shri Manish Sisdia adled
that for this designated saff
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at Mohall Clinics will be
provided training regarding
QoVID \Accination
Operaional Guicklines by
resource personng. They
will be responsibk for car-
rying the vaccinaions and

logistics to the sites at
Mohalla cinics. The respon
sibility of Aam Aadni
Mohalla Clnic will be to
provide acequate space dr
the vaccinaion site, counsé

the beneficiaries, and

tion guidelines are bllowed
at the cinic. Shri Manish
Sisalia said “as son as the
vaccinaion centes are
functional they will be
uploaced on the CoWin and

ENGLISH BILY |

beneficiaries will be abé to
book their sbts easy” He
further directed the officiak
to compkte the rdevant
work soon and ge the sites
functional on priority. Itis
be noted that earier the
government had been using
Delhi government schals
as \accinaion centes, but
now that the schmls have
reopened sich a huge pop
ulation for vaccinaion can
not be albwed in the prem
ises.

Since Aam  Aanhi
Mohalla Clnics are bcated
in the heart of popubus
areas with eay access thg
will be useful for the gov-
ernment to provide \vacck
nation to kft out and digible
beneficiaries. Acording to
the current sttistics, 3.49
crores peopé have been
vaccinated including 1st
dose, 2nd dse and precau
tion dose of ©VID \accine.

Delhi heal th minist er
Satyendar Jain to stay in jall
for two more weeks

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

Delhi minister Sayendar
Jairs judicial custody was
extended on Monay by
two more weeks by a spe
cial court. Jain vas arresed

by the Enbrcement
Directorate in a mong
laundering case on Mg 30
under criminal secfons of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
According to Special
Judge @etanjli Gael passed
the order on a pta moved
by the federal agency seek

ing extension of Jaifs cus
tody after the Dédhi health
minister, who is currently
in  hospital, appeared
through a viceo conkrence.
Earlier during the day,
the judge had refused o
entertain the pka noing
that neither Jain nor ary
lawyer representing him
was present bebre the
court during the proceed
ings. Afer being ld that
Jain was hospitlised the
court directed the ED o
ensure Jairs presence
before it later in the day
through video congrence.
The judge heard the argu
ments on the agency's pa
and extended the Aam
Aadni Party (AAP) eacer's
judicial custody for 14 days.
He was adnitted to a ciy
hospital last week afer his
oxygen éve dipped

Kejri wal Government t o facelift 17 roads in Tilak Nagar

Vikaspuri and Janak puri, project s worth 13.58 crores appro ved by Dy CM Manish Sisalia

Total road length of 12.83
kilometres will be reno vat-
ed under road maint enance
project in Til ak Nagar,
Vikaspuri and Janak puri,
PWD using modern tech-
nologies t make roads
long-lasting

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

The Kejriwal Gavernment is
rigorously working on mak-
ing Ddhi’s roads beter and
safer for all the commuters.
In this direction, PWD has
taken up road maintenance
work on a war footing to
avoid any inconvenience b
the commuters in the capt
tal. Following the same,
Deputy Chief Miniser Shri
Manish Sisaia gave his
approval to projects worth
13.58 crore br beautfica-
tion and stengthening of
17 roads in Tilak Nagr,
Vikaspuri and JanaRuri. A

total road Ength of 12.83
kilometres will be covered
under this project. Speaking
about the road stengthen-
ing projects, Shri Manish
Sisadia said “PWD has
expedited the work of road
strengthening and beauifi -
cation across the ciy.
Department is using mal-
ern technobgies and ¢pbal
standards of steet design ©
give a newdok to city roads.
Along with road stengthen-
ing and mainenance, the
special bcus of the @part-
ment is on beauifying the
prominent city roads to pro-
vide a pkasant commuing
experience © commuters’
It is to be noed that a thor
ough inspecion of these
aforementioned roads was
conducted by PWD officias
to assess their require
ments. Fllowing this the
projects were prepared and
got the approval of the ga-

JNU caneen, dhaba operators face

eviction as vars

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

The Javaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) has sent
eviction notices © can
teen/dhaba owners on
campus who havent paid
bills since the started their
business, it said in a site-
ment. The eiction notices
were sened as these wn-
ers dd not respond o se/-
eral notices that have been
issued to them since 2019
with a request to ckar the
dues, the warsity said in a
statement late  Sunay
evening.

"Notices hae been
issued to all those who have
been @cupying the space at
various places incliding
acacemic buidings in JNU
They have been aing the
business without ary due
allotment. They contnue to

ment of ary license &es and
other dues ike
electricity/w ater/conser-
vancy charges, Campus
Development Commitee
Chairperson Sualhir Kumar
said in the satement.

The satement said the
decision to sene eviction
notice was taiken by the CDC
in its January 17 megng.

wAs“on SUndy, the JNU

administration had on June
22 sened notces D opera
tors of several canteens and
dhabas d¢cated on campus
to ckar dues running up D
lakhs of rupees and acae
the varsity premises ly
June 30.

The noice has sent the
canteen operabrs into
panic, who said they are o

ity serves notice

hard up to pay off the cues
and, with eviction notice,
risk losing their livelihood
entirely. JNU said it is com
mitted to albtting the
approved spaces/shops if
the due process is éllowed
A canien operabr, who
has been sered a notce,
said the adninistration has
served him with a bill of 710
lakh outstanding in rent and
ekecticity charge.

"I come from a por
economic baclground. My
brother and | are the ony
earning members and our
livelihood depends on this
canteen. Hav can | pay ?10
lakh? The shoud have
demanced monthly or
annual dues, said the can
teen operabr, who dd not
wish to be named "Een if
we pay, there is no guaran
tee they will let us shy.

ernment. In this project of
strengthening, abng with
making the road bng-last-
ing, PWD is ao emphasis
ing on road markings, phn-
tations etc.

The Depuy Chief
Minister added that PWD is
working in a phased man
ner to make the ciy roads
better. During the inspee
tion in these areas, it \as
found that residents had b
face adt of inconvenience
due to oM dilapidated roads.
Taking cognizance of the
situation, a new road main
tenance project is being
started in these areas d
avoid any incornvenience o
the common publc. This
will impro ve the intercon-
nectivity in the area and will
save the ime of commuers.
He further directed the offi
cials to compkte the work
in the stipulated time. Shri
Manish Sisalia said that the

Kejriwal Goernment is
determined to provide has
sk free commuing experi-
ence D the resickents of
Delhi, we are bllowing the
gbal stindards of steet
design © make the ciy
roads beter and saér.
Road to be renoated in
Tilak Nagr and Mkaspuri-
> Keshopur Sabzi Mand
Road> Tilak Mihar Main
Road> FRelican Road>
Ashok Nagr Road>
Chaukhand Road> Guru
Virjanand Marg to Distict
Park Vikas Puri-> Brain
Public Sch@l Road> KR
Mangalam Road> Shaheed
Rajguru MargRoad to be
renovated in Janajuri ->
Prof. Jogineér Singh Marg->
Major Deepak Twagi Marg->
Lal Sai Marg-> 60 &ta
Road> Rossangi Pur Road
> Al Bbck Main Roae>
Road in Opposite A1 Bbck-
> Asaht Pur Road - 1

Delhi Metro servic es on Red
Line hit, commut ers stranded

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

Delhi Metro services on the
busy red line were hit on
Monday morning leaving
large number of com
muters sranded in the
early morning  hours.
“Delay in services is being
observed beaween Incerlok
and Piampura on red ine.

\

“There are normal services
on all other lines. The red
line has 29 sitions that

runs from Rithala to
Shaheed thal with a total
distance of 34.55 kni,
DMRC said in a sttement.
Akshay Joshi, a commur,
said the mdro coming from

Ghaziabad sbpped several
times bebre Kashmere
Gate. “DMFC shoull resolve
the isste; he adled

Several commuters
also took to sccial meda
expressing outage over
frequent disruptions.

Gaurav Gautam, anoth
er commuter, said the Red
Line wasrit working prop-
erly.

“l waited for 15 min-
utes br the gates of the
metro to be opened at
Rithala mero station,”
Gautam said Rai Aryan,
another commuter said
there was a significant
delay for peopk like him
trying to travel from Rithala
towards Shaheed tBal.
Some commugrs at Rithah
metro station were ako
seen arguing with the
metro staff. Mdro services
have ateady seen muliple
instances of services ggng
disrupted

Delhilt es b see a radical hik e in the green area of the state

Kejri wal Government to kick off Meg a Plantation Dri ve under Van Mahotsav Pakhwada from Juy 11 onwards - Gopal Rali

Environment and F orests
Minist er Gopal Rai chairs
a high-level meeting with
the Forest Depart ment to
promot e plantation in
Delhi

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

Under the chairmanship of
Environment and Forest
Minister Shri Gopal Rai, a
high-level meeting was hed
at the Ddhi Secrdariat to
promote ftee plantation in
the city today. Officiak from
the forest department took
part in this meeting. During
the meding, in order to
increase Déhi's green
cover, it was cecided to
begin the \4an Mahosav
Pakhwada from Juy 11
onwards from the Cental
Ridge. On Jyl 25, a asing
ceremory will be held at

Asol Bhati Mines, diring
which more than 1 &kh
saplings will be planted The
campaign b plant trees will
also begin on Jyl 11 in all
70 of Ddhi's legishtive
assembles. This campaign
will be led in various bca
tions by the Depuy Chief
Minister of Ddhi, Cabine
Minister, and the Speadr of
Legishtive assemby.

Along with this, from
July 2 orwards free dstribu-
tion of medcinal plants will
commence from Kama
Nehru Ridge.Environment
and Forest Minister Shri
Gopal Rai, wile adlressing
the reporters, said As a
result of all the measures
taken by the Kejriwal
Government, a significant
increase in the green ceer
has been seen insie Ddhi.
In the year 2013, the green

area in Déhi was 20%, but
thanks to the efbrts of the
Kejriwal Garernment, it has
increased b 23.06 percent
for the year 2021.

In addition, Ddhi has
surpassed all other ciies in
the county in terms of per
capita forest cover. Headng
in this direction, the \an
Mahotsav will commence

from Cental Ridge on Juy
11 and cuminate on Ju} 25
at Asoh Bhati Mines hy
planting more than 1 &kh
saplings. This 15-Gy event
will serve as a catyst for
the tree planting campaign
featured in the 14 points of
the Summer Ation Plan.
This effort to plant trees in
various districts will be kbd

by the Depuy Chief
Minister of the Déhi
Government, Ministers of
the Ddhi Government, and
the Spealer of the
Legishtive Assemby.
Additionally, on Juf 11, this
initiative to plant trees will
be Bd by MLAs in each of
Dehi's 70 Legishtive
Assembles.

We want to accompish
a significant portion of the
saplings our government
has sé out to plant in Ddhi
during this Van
Mahotsav’“Tree plantation
drive is being carried out
every year to increase
Delhi's green bdt and
reduce Déhi's pollution. In
this regard, this year the
Kejriwal government has
set a goal of phnting more
than 35 lakh trees uncer the
Mega Tree Pantation Drive

which will be compkted by
the green agency of all the
19 concerned epartments.
Under this campaign, about
29 lakh sapings will be
planted and around 7 &kh
saplings will be dstributed
free of cost; he further
added

Free distribution of
medicinal plants will com-
mence from Kamah Nehru
Ridge from Jw 2nd
onwardsShri Gopal Rai
informed, “Free dstribution
of medcinal plants in Dehi
will commence from Ju 2
from Kamla Nehru Ride.
Under this, free medcinal
plants will be dstributed to
the peopk from govern-
ment nurseries so that the
peopk of Déhi can partici-
pate in increasing the green
area of Déhi by planting
saplings in their homes.
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Delhi | ik ely to witness
partl y cloudy sky today;
AQI in ‘moderate’ category

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

Delhi is likely to see a part
ly cbudy sky on Monday,
with the minimum temper-
ature to sky at 29 cegrees
Cdsius, accordng to the
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD). The
maximum  temperature,
however, is predcted to
reach 40 dgrees Csius.
The minimum temperature
on Sundy was 29 agrees
Cdsius, one égree abwoe
normal, while the maxt
mum temperature was 40.6
degree Césius, three
degrees aboe normal The
humidity levek in the hst
24 hours have \varied
between 49% and 69%.
The air quaity in the
national capial was in the
moderate cakgory on
Monday morning. Dat
from the Cental Pollution
Contol Board showed that
the hourly air quality index
(AQI) at 7 am sbod at 130.
On Sunay, the average 24-
hour AQI was 169, vhich is
in the higher-end of the
moderate caegory. The

prominent pollutants in
Delhi’s air were PM2.5 and
PM10.

An AQI beween zero
and 50 is consiéred ‘gad’,
51 and 100 ‘saisfactory’,
101 and 200 ‘malerate;,
201 and 300 ‘par’, 301 and
400 ‘very poor, and 401
and 500 ‘severe’.

On Mondhy, the Union
ministry of earth science’s
air quality monitoring cen
tre — §stem of Air Quaity
and Weather frecasing
and Research (Saf) — said
“Air quality index indicates
‘moderate’ air qualty, with
PM10 as the primary poll-
tant. Dust (size > 25
micrometer) contributes
around 68% of PM10.
Sahr predicted that for the
next three days till June 29,
the peak wind speed isike-
ly to be around 18-20
km/hour, causing maderate
dispersion; AQI is ikely to
be within ‘moderate’ or
‘lower end of p@r’ catego
ry. Maderate temperature
(around 39-41 degrees
Cdsius) and mixing of air
layers will maintain.

BriefsNews

Sanitation takeover by
MCD phlnned in re vamped
Chandni Chowk

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

The Municipal Corporaton of Ddhi (MCD) will again
take up ckanliness and sanation acivities on the ree-
vebped Chandi Chaowk stretch, afer it was bund that
the public works department (PWD), which is the cusb-
dian of the stetch, is not a@ing a proper job of main&in-
ing ckanliness in the area, a mea@ng of all sakehobers,

caled the

Shahjahanabad Reebpment

Corporation (SRDC), on June 21 hagaded Phns are
also abot to reduce the number of riclshaws plying on
the stetch, so b decongest the area, and inbduce an
online fining system using €TV camerasd penalse
vehicks bund entering the stetch beween 9am and
9pm, an official avare of the &vebpments has said

The phase one of the ?99-crore Chanid Chovk
redevebpment project, aimed at &congesing and con
serving the heritage stucture of the Emperor
Shahjahan-era markt between the Red Brt and
Fatehpuri Masjid, was inauguraed on Sepember 12 kst
year. During a surprise inspedbn on June 10, eputy
chief minister Manish Sisdia had bund several faults
with the maintenance and upkep of the area and he
had drected officiak to submit a report on the sate of
the redevebped Chandi Chowvk market, while remind-
ing them that it was important to ensure that the
revamped stetch does not bse is sheen.

The meding of sbkehobers was cakd following
this to discuss seps that nee@d to be tken to improve
the upkeep of the area. SanjgBhargava, who head the
Chanai Chavk Sarv Wapar Mandil, said taders have
been requesting the MCD o resfart the morning sweep-
ing and ckanliness acivities as the newy renovated
market was sarting to bse is sheen.

“Deputy commissioner of the Cit Sagr Paharganj
(City-SP) zone has beenirtcted to ensure sveeping of
the stetch and remawal of garbage in the morning as it
is the obiigatory function of (the MCD) prwiding saniia-
tion in the area athough PWD is responsitd for main-
taining the ared; the directions issted by chief nadal
officer H Rajesh Prasadaho is boking after revamped

stretch, said

Delhi: Roshanara Bagh to get a
Suncer Nursery | ike revamp

NEW DELHI, OPEN SERCH

Ever since it was opened in i rejuvenated avatar in the
winters of 2018, the Suner nursery--South East Diai’
heritage @rden -- has reéfined open publc spaces in
the national capial For a highly congesed capitl
starved of open green spaces, the 90-acre park has
emerged a sacessful gampk of an urban reneval proj-
ect. With historic landscapes of restred monumens, a
lush British-era nursery, manicured @rdens, bkeside
cafe and bidliversity zones-- the green heen abuting
Nizamuudin has somehing to offer for everyone-- fami-
lies searching ér picnic spofs to youngsters boking for
perfect bacldrop for their reels.

The city authorities are nav working to sd up a
similar blue-green infrastucture in northern part of the
city. Spread oer 57 acres, the 17th centry Roshanara
Bagh- a garden cevebped by the second dughter of the
emperor Shah Jahan and begum Muaz Mahal is now

set for a urnaround.

The original garden was designed and commis
sioned by the princess in1650s at theitme when the ciy
of Shahjahanabad (Wadld Ciy) was being buit, and the
baradari at the cente of the garden now serves as her
resting place. Municipal Corporabn of Ddhi, which
oversees the park, and other geernment agencies are
undertaking mutiple projecs for rejuvenating the neg
lected space suoh as reviving a cead bke and buitling a

modern nursery.

Dehi lieutenant governor VK Sarna abo visited
the garden last week (June 18), announcing tha:
restored landscaped greens at Roshanara Bagyill be at

par with Lodhi Garden.

MCD’s horiculture department has been dsked
with devebping a malern world-class nursery aer a
vacant 8.5-acre space in the Roshanara Baghat will
showcase rare @otic plants and sugply more than
300,000 phnts to the city every year. A senior MCD hor
ticulturist working on the project said that @er next 3-4
months wo polyhouse gstem units will be devebped
where air and weather-contolled condtions will be
maintained to rear rare plant species.
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EDITORIAL
Bridge on the Rdma

The bridge on the Rdma river, inauguraied by Bandadesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Satday, is a magnificent ;
superstucture that symbolises the coming of age of the
country, haf-a-cenury after its bbod-soaked birth. Built at :
a cost of $3.6 bilbn, the 6.15 km ra#road bridge is seen asi
the embadiment of all that's gaod about madern :
Bandadesh &rge-scat industrialisation and reduction in
poverty, significant improvements in human evebpment
indices, imporant steps bwards gencer equalty and an :
increasing share of vamen in the workforce. The bridje :
bvingly caled Aamacer swapner Padda seu’ (‘our dream
bridge across the Bdma) is among the fie ‘naional pres-
tige projecs’ uncertaken by the gorernment under Sheikh :
Hasina. The opening of a brige mg not appear to some as;
a cause ér national cdebration, but Bandadeshis see it as
a huge a&ndmark, signifying the specicular economic
progress the county has maca. Agricuture used b cont
tribute rouchly a third of the county’s GDPbut beween
2010 and 2018, is share €ll to bdow 15%; concurrently,
the industry’s contibution to the GDP rose from Hew :
20% to over 33%. Manufcturing’s contibution to the GDP :
has risen sharpy, and eports have grovn 20-fold since the
1990s. The 6cus on edication has éd to women's empaw-
erment accordng to the Worll Bank, Bantadeshs femak :
work participation rate was 35% in 2020, meh bdter
than 19% for India. In 2007, the per capéd income of the
country was haf that of India, but bst year Bandadeshs
per capitr income surged past In@'s. The previous year, :
Bandadeshs per capia GDP hadeertaken India’s. Exen as
South Asigs colectve GDP comécted by 6.58% in 2020,
that of Bandadesh grew ly 3.5%. The suocess of:
Bandadesh shavs that epcchal progress can be mazlby :
focusing on infrastucture, edication, gender equalty, man
ufacturing and exports. Throudh the new bridge on the
Padma which is projected to boost the GDP ¥ over 1%
Bandadesh hopes ¢ make the ives of tavellers. :

India in the world of yesterday

MK BHADRAKUMAR

Prime MINISTER Madli finds himsdf appearing like a wan-

dering minstrel besice the s Presiént J& Bicen whenev-
er he ravels abroad — in Toky in May, Bavarian Alps in
June. In Jyl Bickn is tavelling to West Asia vhere he, :
reportedly, plans © form a new quadil ateral caled ‘12-U2’
to prop up the moribund Arab-Israéi axis aginst Iran, in
which, stangely enoudh, he has inalded Inda, a cvilisa- :
tional ally of Iran. What the so-cadid liberal international-
ists are promoing is efectively a Cal War stategy with a
few more non-white counties adled to the mix. H

India is in high demand in Bicen's circuit. The choris
ters of Déhi establishment chim that it testfies to India’s
presence at the hig) @bk in world politics. A more phusi-
ble explanaton coull be that Washingbn is not &king its :
eyes off Inda, which it consicers to be a énce siter on :
Ukraine. These are epthal imes. The vorld of yesterday is
drifting away. Bicen is acugly conscious of the beang that
American presige has aken in recent years. He chaired:
two summits in the White House recentif to press his case:
against Russia — with counties of ASEAN and the
Organisation of American $ates. Both endd inconclisively.
The non-western world is overwhelmingly refusing to sanc
tion Russia, Washingin's enteaties nowithstanding.

The caaistophic failure of NATO and the & b defeat
Russia in Ukraine is a funamental reality. Russiés financial :
system is ‘back 6 business as usuélaccordng to the
deputy chief economist at the Instute of International
Finance, and those \Wwo thought that ‘cutting Russia from
financing for a few weeks would stop the war have proven
naive! On the other hangneither the Bicen adninistration :
nor its European coungrparts expected the economic
pressure they now are experiencing. On the bdtefied, the :
Ukrainian forces are dsing ground The CNN’s chief nain- :
al security corresponcent, Jim Scutb, reported on Satirday
that US officiab cbse D the intelligence @ not expect that
the weapons ystems recenty supplied to Ukrainian
forces, inclding the HIMARS mutiple rocket launch gs-
tem, would change the sitation on the batlefield, and
Washington and NATO ateady see the imit to their ability
to send weapons b Kiev.

In effect, Russia is winning the \ar, and the signs of
‘war fatigue’ in Europe are apearing. The énger the war
continues, the more the var fatigue will morph as ‘soldar-
ity fatigue’ At the EU summit ger the weekend there was
little or no dscussion of a seenth package of sandgbns, as
leackrs confronted the realty that punitive measures sodr
have had lIttle ceterrent effect on Russia, espite the heay
cost to European economies.

From the Indian perspectve, what is perinent would
be that there is a probund avakening in Russia about the
futility of casing its identity in European cagégories. Most of
the themes of the inérlude beween the wo World Wars
are up r discussion bday — whether Europe is incced
the future of Russia or the fdce of Russia-Eurasia in the
hierarchy of devebpment madels in conemporary world.
The recrudescence of the Nazi ®bbgy in the West in
recent decaces reopened the cawdrised wounds in the
Russian pgche inflicted by Hitler's invasion that took 27
million Russian ives. But the colictive West nav strategis-
es  ‘erase’ Russia! éteign minister Serge Lavrov defi-
antly said ‘We will male sure that we never find ourselves
in a similar situation again and that no “Una Sani or any-
one dse can mak cecisions that are aimed at estoying
our econony. We will find a way to no bnger cepend on it
and it shoutl have been @ne adng tme ago’

Indian anaysts with a zero-sum mindet misinterpret
the unusual characer of the Russia-China parership.
Russia is endwed with scientfic brill iance, tchnobgical
prowess, abundnt energy rich rare minerals and meals —
and dobal warming will increase the agricutural potential :
of Siberia. If Russia combines with Ind’s resources, ast :
market and manpawer, it becomes the most natral part-
nership across Eurasia. Iné shoutl be smart enoudp to
discern where its interests would lie in the American proxy
war against Russia phying out in Ukraine. This var is
bringing about a ccoupling of Russian and western
economies. Presidnt Puin’s speech at the recent SPIE
conference (‘Russis Davos’) in § Petersburg messaged:
that the ‘decoupling’ will be irreversible for a very long peri :
od Putn is navigating the Russian economtoward a ‘new
normal. He has emphasised repeatlly in recent imes that
he prioritises Russi& parinership with India. H

India shoud alko know that what the so-cakd Ilberal
internationalists promote is efectively.
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Short service is at
best a quick fix for
prevail ing short -
ages in cadre
strengths of offi -
cers and enlisted
personnel. Making
short mil itary
service compulso-
ry for all go vt jobs
and reducing
short service to
five years (as was
the tenure earl i-
er) have been sug-
gested. This would
give the exiting
men and women a
better chance of
competing with
peers in the cor-
porate world,
where most of
them are expected
to be rehabil itat-
ed.

Agnipath scheme needs  be more convincing

The benefits announced by the governmen t for the Agni veers do not inspire much conficence and have not helped.

We never seem b karn ks
sons from gof-ups in poli-
cies rdated to military per-
sonnd. And what was the
so-caled sed frame of
bureaucracy ing while
rolling out the Agnipath
scheme? Sury, the inten-
tion shoud not be ony to
score brownie points politi-
cally. The enire exercise
has been Tublag-like, vir-
tually becoming a ‘gwern-
ment versus the rest’' Those
in service olviously cannot
voice their opinion beyond
a point. It reminds me of the
Pay Commission fiasco of a
while agg wherein the 1AF
sought to push through
some rather contoversial
pay stuctures for flying and
other branches, éadng to a
blowback mainl from the
technical branches. As
someone commanthg a
key fighter base at thatime,
I know how it hurt the day-
to-day functioning and
esprit-de-corps at the
ground level Commited
honest professionak hdped
in dousing the fire on that
occasion. The geernment
has nov chosen b bring in
some dastic changes in ky
areas of the miltary’s
recruitment format. It is
natural for veterans 1 criti-
cise the proposal ¢ induct
Agniveers Pr a four-year
short service sint with a
quarter of them geting per-
manency because the pre
posal has not been subjeet
ed to trial on a smalér scaé
(rather than the entire mili-
tary). Targeted at cuting
down the government's
pension bill, and osensibly
having more monies br
equipment upgrace and
other devebpment works,
the proposal ckarly does
not pass muser, as ajpar-
ent from the reacions,

especially from the veteran
community. Caering for lat-
eral mobility into the
Cental Armed PRolice
Forces (CAPF) s onl one
important rider that neeced
to be plained in a angibly
corvincing manner, to make
the proposal viabé. We are
not a county like the LBA
where military conscription
coud be intoduced with
sops sich as acclerated cit-
izenship cles and unversi-
ty schohrships. The majori
ty of our epected
Agniveers come  from
mofussil and agrarian stck
and the securiy offered by
a fauji career means the
world to them, inclding
consicerable saial sending
and boosted dan once the
manage b ge recruited
The impact of a short serv
ice, aimost mandatory mili-
tary service, on this g@ta of
Indian scciety has become
cear now, what with the
agitation on the steets.
However nobke the inten-
tion may have been b push
through such a dastic
reform, it smaclks of par

military leacership in deci-

sion-making, besigs an
attempt to seek poitical
mileage. As has beenvie
dent to mary successful
democratic nation-states
since Chanakg, the miltary
is indeed the &st baston
and ary tinkering, especial
ly with critical ingredients
of its organisaton, is
fraught with danger. If pen
sions are incted seen o be
a dag on the budget, bsing
a war through a messed up
military stucture coull be
even more painful Le us
not forget the measures
adopted in our awn country
such as dring the 1962
China aback, ke “emer
gency samp’ and the ike to
generate fundng and beef
up the cefence budget. As a
general poicy, the “cdn't fix
it if it ain’'t broke” rule
should apply to all military
matters, especialf those
related to personnd. The
Agnipath scheme is in dn-
ger of adersely impacting
the role, risks and moraé of
the sodier, by infusing
avoidable large-sca¢ job

insecurity amongst the
youth in the county.
Attempts by well-mean
ing natonalistic industrial-
ists swch as Anand
Mahindra to absorb some of
the retrenched Agnveers
would not cut much ice, as
there are ateady a hrge
number of ex-servicemen
seeking empbyment and
they coutl start by offering
them jobs, with cardina-
tion by the Director General
of Resdtlement. Besicks,
short service is at best a
quick fix for prevailing
shortages in catk stengths
of officers and enisted per
sonné. Especial for enlist-
ed personnd, short service
seems anathema. Ab, with
more women proposed b
be inducted across ranis,
other chalkenges in bileting
and dscipline consicera-
tions would arise. Besids, a
recent sudy into induction
of lady officers has @arly
brought out the aderse
aspecs of the measure.
Making short military serv-
ice compukory for all gov-
ernment jobs and redicing

short service enggement
of officers o five years (as
was the enure earlier)
have been suggestd and
are worthy of consicera-
tion. These vould give the
exiting men and wmen
officers a bdter chance of
competing with peers in the
corporate world, where
most of them are &pected
to be rehabilitated
Increasing Arny retirement
age b 56 or 58, without
compromising the combat
readiness of the toops and
reducing CAPF rérement
age b 55 may help in lateral
mobility of these personné
to other avenues.

Another great dsadvan-
tage of Agnipath veuld be
the very limited tme a
short service satlier would
be aailabke in a fidting
unit, especialy in high
expertise areas soh as the
armoured corps, mariime
tasks and aiation duties,
which call for extended
training schedules.
Especialy for a vast naion
such as ours, ap drastic
change in the recruitment
format needs to ako aim br
nation-building by way of
inculcating discipline and
civic sense in the cikenry.
Care need to be eercised
not to compromise our
gross natonal military
capability. The Tour of Dug
model of parttime sotlier-
ing is one that will afiect the
Army, more so with the
infantry, Air Force and
Navy’s technical personng
being exempt from ToD. If
the intent is to augment the
youth’s contibution to
national security, the same
coud alko be achised
through measures soh as
an epanded and ateady
proven NGC and Terribrial
Army.

i ABHIJIT BHATTACHARYWA

The British instantly
assessed that Ranijit
Singh wasn't to be
messed around with
and hence the cost of
curbing or ¢ onfront ing
him could be too high
and unacceptable
Her Majesty’s subject-
fraders. The two Anglo-
Sikh treaties showed
the import ance of
Maharaja Ranijit Singh
in the eyes of emerging
foreign landlords in
Hindustan. Though it’s
argued that he got
checkmated by the
treaties, the reality is
that the ambit ious

Brit ish stood to lose
more.

Ranjit Singh held his own against in vaders

The dature of Mahar aja Ranjit Singh, whose ceath anniversary fall s today, is unmatched among the indigenous rulers.

Will it be incorrect to sug
gest that beaween 1609,
when the East Inda
Compary’s Capain
Hawkins visited Mudhal
Emperor Jahangir's drbar,
and 1947, when India
became incependent,
Maharaja Ranijit Sing (who
ruled from 1799  1839)
was the sa uncongtered
indigenous rukr in the post
medieval history of South
Asia? This aricle revolves
around the warrior Ranjit
Singh, whose ckath
anniversary falls today,
drawing a comparison with
greats from the pages of
history. He was born in

1780 to Raj Kaur and Maha |

Singh, the htter being chief
of one of 12 Sikh mis (con
federacies). Being the
“worst of times” of wurbu-
lence, Awlessness and anar
chy, the 12 Sikh mig sepa
rately had paritioned terri-
tories spanning from *“the
Jhdum to the Suttj” in the
Mughal empire’s tvilight
era. Hasing assemhtd at
Amritsar and professing
“Dedh, Ted, Fateh” (grace,
power, rapid victory), the
Sikhs further expanded
from “Saharanpur Atock
and Mutan to Kangra and
Jammu.

Understandably, this
vast terrain didn’t belong
one sindge misl or dynasty
per se, as all 12 misl had
parcelled it out in accor
dance with individual con
venience and opportunity.
They had their owvn distinct
identity: “Bhangi; Kanhga;
Sulkerchakia, Nalai;
Faizullapuria; Ahluwalia;

Ramarhia; Dakwalia;
Karora Sindhia;
Nisharwala; Sahid Nihang
and Phulkid. Historians

referred to them as “thee
cratic confederate feudal-
ism”. Hawvever, as it so ofén
happened in South Asian
history, whenever the com
mon threat receded the
thread sewing unity of
indigenous coaition
snapped owing to internal

contradictions, dfferences,
dissensions and @putes. It
goes 0 the credt of a preco
cious Ranjit Sindp, certinly
destiny’s chid, that he
organised the dsunited
brethren of the land to form
a formidabke and recognis
abk “Sikh natonal monar-
chy” from nowhere. Inceed
what acually coull have
been a &miliar disaster
before an equaly familiar
foreign invasion of Kabul's
Zaman Shah (1793-98),
unexpectedly brought for-
tune to the young Sikh who
had asutely rendered con
spicuous services o the
Afghan kacer in the north-
west of South Asia.
Impressed by the tender-
aged Ranjit Sing's military
and adninistrative acumen,
the mesmerised breigner
appointed the bcal 19-year-
old Sikh hd as the drd of
Lahore, the epicente and
heart of Punjab. The new
star warrior of South Asia
had arrived to cross svords
with the very victors of the
past who had ravaged
Punjab or several hundred
years. for the next four
decacks, breign invasions

of South Asia veuld be irre-
versibly repelled by the
wonder-warrior of Punjab.
Instead of FRersians or
Afghans moving all over
and around Hindustan's
heartland, it was nowv the
Sikh  Maharajas twrn to
launch a couner-offensive
with an assiduously crafted
united aarrison of a dvided
land, now mauling all

Ranjit Sindh became a
one-man brce &aking on the
forces of hisbry. Ciadel
after citadel fell by the way-
side as the unsheathed
sword of the Sikh seereign
swayed and sverved over
the alluvial soil of the Sutj.
Afghans in the north-west
apart, the untammelled
moneyed merchantmilitary
combine of Endishmen in
mainland India was quick b
take note of the Maharaja
with alarm. They instantly
assessed that Ranjit Siry
wasrit to be messed around
with because he wouldn't
accepg the “white maris
burden” philosophy ever,
and hence the cost of curb
ing or confronting him
coud be o high and unae
ceptable to Her Majesy’s

e
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subjecttraders.
Understandably, the tvo
Ango-Sikh  treaties  of

Lahore (January 1806) and
Amritsar  (April  1809)
showed the importance of
the Maharaja in the ges of
the emerging breign land-
lords in Hindustan. Thoudn
it's argued that Ranijit Sindp
got checkmaed by the
treaties, the reaity is that
the adventurous and ambi
tious British who were out-
siders had more b bse
from the treaties than the
son-of-the-soil Maharaja.
The British aways feared
India’s north-west and their
record reveak the propen
sity to avoid direct contact
with the volatile tibals, pre
ferring a buffer to give
cover to their vulnerability
and desired  shbility.
Undoubtedly, the 29-year-
old Ranijit Sindn got a dffi-
cult terrain to traverse.
Nevertheless, the Sikh \ar-
rior accomplished his goal
with great elan; never
shirking from facing the
odds, however daunting,
thereby treading and tam-
pling upon those regions
where none abne ever dare

enter and entench swccess
fully, bebre or after.

Thus, whoscever faced
the Maharaja €ll before his
fire and fury: Gurkhas
(1809-11) lost Kangrg
Afghans bst Attock (1813),
Multan (1818), Kashmir
(1819), Peshawar (1823),
and virtually the whole of
the Indus valley by 1834. At
its zenith, the Sikh empire
covered an area of 5.2akh
sg km and had a popualtion
of 1.2 crore 84 &kh
Muslims, 29 hkh Hindus
and 7.25 bkh Sikh subjecs,
all co-existing and intact
under the bbodandiron
sovereign warrior's tower-
ing impact, without “divide”
and “misrule”. Coull Ranjit
Singh have gone further or
done more? Gone dr a
direct combat aginst the
British empire? There’s no
answer because hisbry
doesnt deal with “what
would, if...?" Hisbry deak
with  “what, how, why,
which, when, who, where”,
like the counsés brief
before the Bench. No specu
lation, no bdting on the
past. It's history as is, wiere
is. Nav a few words about
Indian warriors of different
times, who all were indis-
putabke herces but coutin't
cross the “finishing ine”.
The 16th-cenury legend
Maharana Praap earned
incredible dory but not vic-
tory. The 17th-centiry
great Shvaji was a magnifi
cent kacer of men and a
warrior par excdlence. His
task, Do, remained unfin
ished He ded in 1680, 27
years bebre the ceath of
the emperor (Aurangzeb)
with  whom he crossed
swords all his ife. And then,
the 20th-cenury epic Bose-
British sag imbued with
lofty ideas, serling qualities,
grim determination and
unmatched probity. Bose
was dscarded and maa a
pariah by his awn political
comrades even bebre keav-
ing for a physical fight with
the British.

Owner, Printer, Pubisher & Hlitor Vijay Kumar Printed at Aditya Graphics, Pratp Bhavan, 5 Bahadr Shah Zafir Marg, 1. TQ New Déhi-110002 and printed at 1536/108, Ginesh Pura Road Tri. Nag, New Déhi-110035
RNI No. DELENG/2016/67075 (Phone : 011-27380260 Mobl e :9210092542 ) E-mail : opensearcheng lish@gmail.com , Websit : www.opensearch.co.in
Editorial Offic e : 15 & 16 Scinda House, K.GViarge, Connaugt Place, New DHni-110001



INTERNAONAL

Mor
Vir

SYDNEY (AGENCY)

The WorHd Heath
Organizaton (WHO) has
decided not to declare mon+
keypox a public heath
emergency of inernational
concern. This mg change
in the future. However,
WHO Direcbr-General
Tedos Adhanom
Ghebre/esus said he s
“deeply concerned” about
the evolving threat of mon-
keypox, which he said had
reached more than 50
countries. There hae been
more than 4,100 confirmed
cases (pbally, incuding at
least 13 in Austalia. The
WHO ato acknavledged
there were mary
unknowns about the out
break. Here are three things
we know about monkeypox
and three things we want to
find out. Monkeypox is a
large DMA virus bdonging
to the orthopoxvirus family.
Unlike the rdated smalpox
virus, variola, which only
affected humans, monky-
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keypox: What We Know About The
d In Over 50 Countries

pox virus is found in
rodents and other animas
in parts of Africa.

We know of two clhdes
(virus groupings), and it is
the lkess seere of the wo
currently circulating outside
Africa. Orthopaxviruses are
stabke viruses that @ not
mutate much. Mutiple
mutations, however, have
been described in the virus
causing the current out
break. In the Unied Sates,

Ind ian-Origin Man Shot
Dead While Sitting In
Park ed Car In US: Report

NEW YORK: (AGENCY)

A 31-year-od Indian-origin
man was shot ead in

said adling that no arress
have been maé so &r in
the case.

The report said that

Queens here as he sat in a accordng to the police, the

borrowed SW parked
down the steet from his
home, dys after an Indan
national was killed after
sustining an apparent
gunshot wound to his head
in the US sate of Manjand
Saham Sindr was siting
behlnd the whed of a bhck

Jeep Wrangr Sahara that
was parked in South Ozone
Park when a gunman
approached and sarted
shooting at him around
3:45 pm on Satrday, a
report in The New York
Daily News said

Police said Sing lived
just down the steet from
where he was shot

Singh was stuck in the
chest and neck and s
rushed to a bcal hospitl,
where he ded later, accord
ing to police.

It appears that Sindp
had borrowed the car from
a friend a short tme earlier
and neeckd it to pick some
one up, polce said
Detectives were tying to
"determine if the gunman
was aiming at Sing or was
hoping to kill the SW's
owner and was unavare
who was insice;' the report

gunman agproached Sindp

on foot but neighbours say

the "shots came from a sil
ver-cobured sedan with a
black tunk as it passed the
Jeep.

"(Singh) was walking
up 129th S. going b the car
and the other car with the
perp in it came
up,’ said neidh-
bour Joan
Cappellani.

"(It) made a
U-turn, came
= back and then
'Pow! Pow!
Pow!" and then
% went down
129th S The
incident was
caught on Cappellani's
home securiy cameras and
the New York Rlice
Depariment personnd are
reviewing the footage br
evidence.

"It was just another
crazy day in South Ozone
Park," she said "He was
very kind and quiet," neigh-
bour Christina Persaud said
in the New York Daiy News
report. "l said 'Hi' © him
every day when | sav him.
Maybe he was argeted but
| don't know." This comes
days after Indian national
Sai Charan from Tlngana
was bund injured with an
apparent gunshot wound
inside his S in Batimore,
Maryland

The 25-year-od was
immediately rushed o a
trauma cente, where he
was pronounced @ad on
June 19.

at keast vo separae stains
have been circuéting, sug
gesing multiple introduc-
tions into the county. 2.
You can be inécted for
more than a week and not
know It takes an aerage 8.5
days from infecton to
showing symptoms, sich as
enlarged ymph nodes, ever
and a rash, vhich usually
looks like fuid-filled blisters
that erupt. Reopk are inkc
tious while they have the

rash, and are usuay infec-
tious for about o weeks.

Chidren are  most
severely affected and hae a
higher risk of dying from
the disease. Hisbrically, in
the encemic counties of
Africa, amost all deaths
have been in chiren.

The European epiémic
is mostly in adult maks, so
this, together with better
access ¢ care, mg explain
the lbw rate of ceaths in

OPEN SEARCH

these counties. 3. We hae
vaccines and Iteatments
Vaccines work. Past vacck
nation against smalpox
provides 85% protection
against monkeypox.
Smalpox was cdeclred
eradicated in 1980, so most
mass \accinaion programs

ceased in the 1970s.
Australia never had mass
smallpox vaccinaton.

However, an esimated 10%
of Austalians have been
vaccinated in the past
mostly migrants.

Vaccines proect for
many years but immunity
wanes. So eclining popula-
tion-level protection is likely
responsibe for the resur-
gence of monkypox seen
since 2017 in Nigeria, one
of seven encemic hot spos
in Africa.

Mass \accinafon is not
recommenced But \accines
can be gven to contcts of
confirmed cases (knevn as
postexposure prophylaxis)
and peopék at hich risk of
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11 Arrest ed After Australia Climat e Change
Protest Disrupt s Reak-Hour Tr affic

SYDNEY (AGENCY)

Climate change proesters
marched in $dney on
Monday forcing police to
clbse major road in the city
centre while morning
traffic through the knd-
mark Sydney Harbour
Bridge was dsrupted
after a woman chained
herself to her whick.
Ekeven peopk were
arrested, incuding the
woman who police said
allegedy put a bicycle bck
around her neck and the
steering whed of a \ehi-
cke that was bbcking all
city-bound lanes. The
vehick has since been
removed

Dozens of members
of Bbckade Austalia, a
climate actvist group,
moved across major road
causing peakhour traffic
chaos br motorists and
pedestians. Teevision
footage shaved some pee
ple throwing garbage bins,
constuction barricades and
milk crates on the road
When peopé sandup to
Austalia's climate destuc-
tion, Austalia send in a
militiarised force aginst
them.

Banging dums and
chantng "Austalia's cli-
mate destuction ends
here", protesters hdd ban

ners with sbgans incliding
Sydney"

"Disrupt and

biggest carbon emiters on
a per capit basis and is the
world's top exporter of coal
and liquefied naural gas.
Under a new Labor go-
ernment, Austalia early

"Resist cimate inacion".
Police estmated about 60
peopke were part of the
protest.

Blockade Austalia said
the rally was in response ¢
"Australia's coninued
blocking of cimate acton".
The protests will continue
all week, the orgnisers
said on Twiter.

Climate change is a con
tentious isste in Austalia
which is one of the vorld's

this month raised the
amount of carbon emis
sions it aims b cut by 2030,
bringing the county more
in line with other devebped
economies' Riris climate
accord commiments.
Climate experts have
said dobal warming is likely
to make extreme weather
more frequent in Austalia,
where the bst three years
have seen @vastating bush
fires and frequent flooding.

Ukraine's Zelensky To Ado

ress G/

Leaders, Urge Sanctlons On Ru33|a

GERMANY : (&ENCY)

Amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine \ar,
Ukrainian  Presicent  Volodymyr
Zdensky will be adiressing the éaders
of the Group of Seen (G7) on Mondy
(local time) to press Wesern nations
for accderated sancions on Russia.
Presicent Je Bicen and Ellow world
leackrs huddled in the Baarian Alps,
will hear Monday from Ukrainian
Presicent Volodymyr Zelensky as the
mull the next phase of his couny's
grinding war with Russia, repored
CNN

The confict has been at the ceng
of the Group of 7 summit being he
inside a centry-old mountainside cas
tle in Grmany's Bavaria region.
Leackrs have cecided on new seps D
isolate Russigs econony, incuding a
ban on new impors of Russian gd|
and are pédging support for Zeensky
as his county suffers sebacks in the
east

Moreover, Presicent  Biden
announced that the group will impose
new import bans on Russian gdlas a
punishment for Moscown's ongoing
invasion of Ukraine, repored The Hill
US said that the G7 nans will ban
the import of Russian gal with the
aim of tightening sancitons screws on
Moscaw. As theéackrs of the world's
wealhiest nations gathered in the
Bavarian Alps on the siglines of the
G7 Summit Presieent Je& Bicen said
"Together, the G7 will announce that
we will ban the import of Russian gal,
a major export that rakes in £ns of bik
lions of dllars for Russid:

Earlier as well, Bicen tveeted "The
United Sates has imposed unprece
dented coss on Puin to deny him the
revenue he need to fund his war
against Ukraine. Togéher, the G7 will
announce that we will ban the import
of Russian gal, a major eport that
rakes in ens of bilions of dllars for
Russid: Notably, these measures ware
initially flagged ly the United
Kingdom. However, a senior &

administration representative who
spoke on condtion of anorymity told
reporters that the G7 vould make an
official announcement on the ga
import ban on Tuesdhy.

A White House readut of Biden's
meeting with German Chancéor Olaf
Schot indicated Ukraine was a main
topic of corversation. "The eackers
underlined their commitment to
Ukraine's sovereignty and territ orial
integrity, as vell as their coninued
provision of military, economic,
humanitarian, and dplomatic support
to hdp Ukraine defend its cemocracy
against Russian aggressioh, the
White House readut said

"The kacers abo dscussed efbrts
to alkviate the impacs of Russi&s war
in Ukraine on dobal food and energy
security,' added the rdease. "Here at
this meeting of the G7, as wll as at
NATQ we will continue to do, colec
tively, everything we can b make sure
that the Ukrainians hare what they
need in their hand to repe the
Russian aggressioh,US Secra@ary of
Sate Antony Blinken said in an &clu-
sive interview with CNN's "Sate of the
Union" on Sundhy.

There are other imporant topics
on the agena, inclding a new efort
to counter Chinds infrastructure
investments in the dvebping world

that have extended Beijing's infuence
across the ¢pbe, reported CNN

The rising cost of energyfears of
global food shoriages and the cedin
inevitability that war fatigue will set in
have Ent urgency b the dscussions
about where the confict goes next.

Meeting his host Grman
Chancdlor Olaf Schat, on Sundy,
Biden soudit to underscore the
importance of sicking together. "Puin
has been courihg on, from the begin
ning, that somehav NATO and the G7
would splinter" he said "But we
haven't, and we're not going ©."

Meanwhile, Zdensky is ato phan-
ning to adlress this week's NATO sum
mit in Madrid, and has pressed the
West for accderated sancions on
Mosconv and heay artillery to beat
back the Russian imaders, reported
CNN His enteaties will become more
urgent following Sundy's missik hits
on two residential buildings in Kyiv, the
Ukrainian capital that had enjog/ed rel-
ative can in recent weeks as the figpt-
ing moved easivard.

High oil prices mean Russia is
making more revenue from its energy
exports, cespite bans in Europe and
the United Sates. And hidp gas prices
for US and European consumers are
putting pressure on éacers to find
ways to ease the pain.

Crisis-Hit Sri Lanka Urg es

Joe Biden Urges G7 Lealers To
"Stay Together" Ag alnst Russia

GERMANY (AGENCY)

US Presieént Je Bidcen told allies "we
have to sky together" against Russia
on Suna@y as G7dacers gathered for
a summit cminated by war in
Ukraine and is impact on bod and
energy supplies and the dpbal econ
omy. At the sart of the meding in the
Bavarian Alps, bur of the Group of
Seven rich naions moved to ban
imports of Russian gdlto tighten the
sancfons squeeze on Mosce and
cut off its means of financing the ia-
sion of Ukraine.

It was not cbar whether there was
G7 consensus on the ph, with
European Council Presidnt Chares
Michel saying the isste would need b
be handed carefuly and dscussed
further. Britain, the Unied Sates,
Japan and Canadagreed the ban on
new Russian gal imports, the Briish
government said on Sundy. Britain
said the ban vas aimed at veakhy
Russians viho have been bying sak-
haven bullion to reduce the financial
impact of Wesern sanctons. Russian
gold exports were worth $15.5 billion
last year. The G7dackrs of Briain,

France, the Unied Sates, @rmany,
Japan, kly and Canad, were ako hav-
ing "really constuctive" talks on a pos
sible price cap on Russian qila
German government source said

A Fench presicency official said
Paris would push br a price cap on oil
and gas and vas open b discussing a
US proposal The G7dacers dd agree
on a pedge i raise $600 bilion in pri-
vate and publc funds for devebping
countries to counter Chinds growing
influence and sofen the impact soar
ing food and energy prices. G7 host
German Chancélor Olaf Schat invited
Sene@l, Argenina, Indonesia, Inda
and South Africa as parter nations at
the summit. Mary counties of the

global south are concerned about the
collateral damage from Westrn sanc
tions on Russia. Ogim and other cam
paign groups said the pain fromdod
price spikes br devebping counties
was "visceral'. Thg want G7 ¢éaders
to tax excessve corporate profits to
help those hit by the food crisis, cancé
debts of the pmrest nations and ©
support devebping counties in their
battle aginst the food crisis and cl-

mate change. An EU official said G7 home. With is foreign

countries would impress upon the
partner counties that food price rises
were the resut of Russié acions not
Western sancfons. Officiak from
some G7 countes, including Germany
and Britain, are pushing ér temporary
waivers on bioftels mandates © com
bat soaring bod prices, accorihg to
sources familiar with the matter.
Germany expects the proposal o fail
to secure G7 backing uk to US and
Canadan resistance, a geernment
official told Reuters on Sundy.

Western counties rallied around
Kyiv when Russia ivaded Ukraine in
February, but more than bur months
into the war, that unity is being ested
as soaring infation.

Work From Home To Save
Fuel, Shuts Shools

COLOMBO: (AGENCY)

Troops in Sri Lanka hanced
tokens on Monay to peopk
queueing for petrol amid a
severe fuel shortage in the
nation battling its worst
economic crisis in seen
decacks, vhile schmls
shut in Cobmbo and
public empbyees were
asked to work from

exchange reseres at a
record bw, the ishnd of
22 million is stuggling
to pay for essental
imports of bod, med-
cine and most critcally, fuel.
"l have been in ine for four
days, | haven't slept or eaten
properly during this time,'
said aubrickshaw driver
W.D. Shdton, 67, one of
those who receved a bken
meant to hol his place in
the queue for when fuel
becomes aailabke. "We
canit earn, we cart feed our
families,’ added Shdton,
who was 24th in ine at a

fuel station in the cente of
Cobmbo, but sd¢ to sty
there as he had no piol for
the journey to his home just
5 km (3 milkes) awvay. It was
not immediately ckar how
far the government coud
stretch its fuel reserves. The

ol

stockpiles sand at about
9,000 tonnes of desd and
6,000 tonnes of pdrol,
Power and Energy Miniser
Kanchana Wijesekra said
on Sundwy, but no fresh
shipments are die. The
government has ©bld
employees b work from
home unil further notice,
while schmls have been
shut for a week in the com
mercial capigal.

BriefsNews

Zelensky Urges World
Leaders To Push To End
War By Year End Report

GERMANY (AGENCY)

Ukrainian Presicent \olodymyr Zelensky on Mondy
urged world keacers gathered at the G7 summit @ do
their utmost to end Russi& invasion of his county by
the end of the year, a source old AFP In his abseddoor
address via vico-
link to the gathering

of leacers in the
CGerman Abs,
Zdensky said batle
conditions  would

make it tougher for
his troops as thg
mount their fight-
back. A ver pushing
past winter also risked raging further beyond, he said

He therefore urged the G7daders to do their maxi-
mum to end the war by year's end incuding by intensi-
fying sanctons aginst Russia, the source said

Despite the mutiple rounds of puniive measures
that Western allies have unkeashed on Moscw, Zdensky
pleaced with them to "not bwer the pressure and ©
keep sandbning Russia massiely and heaily".

Belaru s Critic's Girl friend
Asks President Alexander
Lukashenk o For Pardon

MOS@®W: (AGENCY)

The Russian gifiriend of a Bdarusian dssident sen

tenced b six years in prison has askd stongman

Alexander Lukashenlo for a partbn, sate meda said on
Monday. Sofia Sapegy 24, vas cetained with Bearusian

opposition actvist Roman Proasevich, 27, in My 2021

when their Ryanair flight from Greece ¢ Lithuania was
grounded as it passed wer Bdarus. Sapeg, a Russian
citizen, faced seen criminal charges indlding “inciting

social hated" and "viokence or threas" against police

and was kst month senenced D six years in prison.

On Monay, the Seetskaya Bdarus newspaper, the
official mouthpiece of Lukashenlo's office, said Sapexy
had asled the presicent for a pardn. The announce
ment was mace after Lukashenko hed talks with
Presicent Viadimir Putin in Russia at the veekend
Lukashenlo said in eary June he codl pardon Sapeg.
"We need b resole this isste; he said at theime.

Stampede At New York Prid e
Parade After Fire works
Mistaken For Gunfire

NEW YORK: (AGENCY)

A sampeck cccurred at a Prigé parack in the S ciy of
New York on Sundy, with hundreds of peopé atempt-
ing to flee afer mistaking the sound of fireworks for gun-
fire, police said "There were NO shas fired in
Washington Square Rrk. After an investgation, it was
determined that the sound vas fireworks se off at the
lbocaton,” the New York Blice Departnent said in a
tweet shortly after the incident. Terrified peopk ran or
walked briskly abng a steet adjacent to the square afer
the scare, vigos on seial meda shoved Tens of thou
sands of peopt atended Sundy's LGBTQIA+ Price
parade, which wound its way through the steets.
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SPORTS

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

India’s regulr captain Rohit
Sharma has ¢sted positve
for Covid-19 which coutl
put him in doubt for the
reschedlled fifth and final
Test ersus Endand begin
ning from Juy 1 at
Edgbaston. Rohit is in isch-
tion at the team hoel in
Leiceser, where the Indans
have been paying a warm-

up game \ersus
Leicesershire. If the proto-
cols for the ongoing

Endand-New Zeaand Test
series are bllowed Rohit's
isolation would then kst for
a period of five days.

“Team Inda cagain Mr
Rohit Sharma has dsted
positive for Covid-19 follow-
ing a Rapid Anigen Test
(RAT)  conducted on
Saurday. He is currenty in
isolation at the team hotl
and is uncer the care of the
BCCl medcal team’ said a
BQCI satement. According
to the satement, Rohit was
also suposed © undergo

www .opensearch.co.in

Rohit Sharma down with
Covid, coubtful for Edgbaston

value. The nevg of Rohit
tesing positve came
through after the third day’s
play of the warm-up game
against Leicesershire. He
had scored 25 in the first
innings but didn’t bat in the
second

Last week, phobs of
maskess Rohit and drmer
captain Virat Kohli posing

an RTFPCR eést, which

: | with fans in Endand had
would ascerain his CT

gone viral With bardy four

remaining ®r the
Endand Test the Indan
camp would certainly pray
for a quick recoery of
Rohit as his absence auld
unsettle plans and that’s

days

problematic in  alien,
Endish condtions. That's
irrespective of whether
James Andrson plys or
not.

Rohit, abngside KL
Rahul (who's ateady out

injured), was Inda’s best
batsman in the bur Tess of
the five-math series
against Endand last year,
aggreaqting 368 runs at an
average of 52.27. He had
scored a hunded at The
Oval, where India won to
take an unassailbke 2-1 ead
in the unfinished series.
The fifth and final Test
had to be posponed die to
Covid concerns in the

Indian camp.

The Inda quicks were
consistent for most part of
those four Tess and the
vulnerable Endand bating
order had mac maters
easier br the Indian team.
But none can @ny the
impact Rohit and Rahul had
with their strong strts.

With Rahul oo unavail-
abk, it remains b be seen
who capains Inda in the
Edgoaston Test in case
Rohit fails to recover and be
matfch fit in time. That ckci-
sion, thoudh, will be taken
only after chief sdector
reaches En¢and from
Dublin. Will the team man
agement ask khli to take
up the rok for the Test? Or
will senior pacer Jasprit
Bumrah, who was Rohit's
deputy during the home
Tesk wversus Sri Lanla eari-
er in the year, be assigned
the job? Besiés, Inda will
also have to bok for a new
opening pair and be &tra
careful in making that ceci-
sion. Maank Agarwal,
though, has been astd to
stay on sandby.

BriefsNews

Mir abai Chanu hopes
to better own mark

PATIALA : (AGENCY)

Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu has aery good chance of
standing atop the pdadium, flashing her radant smile,
after winning a gotl medal at the Commomveakth Games
on Juy 30. Afer all, the Tokyo Oympic Games siVer
medallist will enter Birmingham, as the itle favourite.
Chanus personal best is 207f (88kg+119kg), which is
far better than the best efbrt of Nigeria's Sella Kingsky,
who will be her nearest rval and has managed ol
168kg (72kg+96kQ) till date.

Chanus kgend has onf grown since the &st edtion
of the CWG She has aféd the siler in Tokyo, an Asian
Championship bronze and a warld record to her kitty.

So it dd not come as
a surprise when she said
she hersdf would be her
real compdition in
Birmingham. “CWG will
| be eay for me. | will be
| fighting with myséf,”
~ Chany who afeady has a

4 silver (2014) and a gdl
(2018) at CV\G said “There is not meh compition in
CWG but that desrit mean there is no compgtion. |
have to gve my best perbrmance keeping in mind
future tournaments; she adled Chanu is eagera
rewrit e her avn clean and jerk vorld record of 119kgy. “I
am thinking of atempting 120kg in the CW5! The for-
mer world champion ato wants to breach the 90lg
mark in snath, which she conésses has become some
what of a menal bbck. “Yes (it has become a meait
block). We hae planned p lift 91kg or 92kg at the CVE.
Hopefully, it will happen?

But lifting cbse D twice your body weight is easier
said than dne specialy when Chanu stl struggles with
a shoutler imbalance. Eaiier this month, she &iled to
improve her snath lift, unabk to hoist 89kg twice at a
domestic event due to her back. Avare of her weakness
in snath, Chanu has wrked on tveaking her echnique.
“l haven't gone abae 88kg. But taining wise right now
| am beter placed than | vas at the Qfmpics’

Syndrela Das shows
sparks of a winner

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Paddler Syndrela Das is gt to step into her teens. But the!
youngster has shavn sparks that indicate she will go a
long way. §ndrela bagged wo medhls a swer in the
under-13 singes and a bronze in the uret-15 catgory
in the WTT Youth Conender meet in Havirov, Czech
Repubic, early this month. This, mind it was ony her
second |nErnat|onaI med.

Syndrela speals words of
wisdom beying her years.
“Winning the two medls in
Czech Repulit gave a bmst to
my sense of confidnce; the
soon-to-be 13  bld The
Telegraph, “But when | phy, | fol-
* low what Sounyadeep (Rg) Sir
~ told me, and that it b enjoy the
game and gie my best The
medals will come on their avn.”

A sudent of Dhanula
Dhunseri Sounyadeep Roulomi
Tabk Tennis Aadcemy, the youngster has been shwing
signs of promise from the ime she camed the acaémy
at eight years of age.

Initially her parent had enroléd her at adcal cub to
play the game, abng with other extra-curricular actvi-
ties like art and music. The ida was © keep the chidl
occupied But she ook to the game ike a fish b water
and after she emerged champion at @dal tournament
where she vas represening her cub, her parens
realised she vas cut out br bigger things. “Fom the
beginning her abiity to grasp concefs and adpt new
techniques and &ctics very quickly impressed mée, said
national coach Souryiadeep, who feds she is mad of the
stuff of a champion. Last gar, §ndrela had brolen her
right wrist in an accicent.

Gareth Bale seeks recemp-
tion in Lo s Angeles

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Waks brward Gareth Bak
on Sundiy appeared o con
firm his move to Major
Leage Sacer (MLS) si@
Los Angdes FC (LAKC) pl-
bowing his departure from
La Liga champions Real
Madrid.

The 32-year-od, who
signed Pbr Spanish gians
Real from Premier Leagae
side Totenham Hospur in
2013 for a then-record
transfer fee of $105.54 mi
lion, is sé to join as a free
agent with his contact due
to end this summer “See
you smn, Los Angies; Bak
wrote in a post on Twiter,
following reports of the
transfer on Satrday. The
post, which was reweeted
on LARC's official Twiter
account, was accompanied
by a viceo of Bad wearing
an LARC jersgy and cap.
Bak enjoyed a tophy-laden
spell with Real, winning
three La Lig ftles, fve
Champions Leaga crowns,
three Cub World Qups and
the Spanish @p, athough
his time at the cub was
marred by injuries. The
Welshman will likely be
best remembered 6r scor-
ing twice, incuding a stn-

ning overhead kick, in the
2018 Champions Leage
final against Liverpool and
also ndting a superb win
ner against Barcdona in the
2014 Copa @l Rey final. But

with several injuries. Baé
also went on a seasonaing
loan o Totenham in 2020-
21, scoring 16 goa in 34
appearances or Spurs. The
brill iant goatscorer joined

he was abo often fargeted
by the Spanish mei, who
labelled him a “parasie”
after he missed Real's 4-0
home bss b Barcdona in
March immedately before
appearing for Waks, and he
was jeered ly some &ns
during a kagwe game in
April. Ba¢ is among the
most dynamic atacking
players of his generaibn
when heathy and on a op
team. He scored 106 gosl
in 258 appearances ér Real
but he madc only seven
appearances  6r the
European champions this
past season kile stuggling

Madid from Spurs in 2013
for a then-record tansfer

fee. Ba Bd Waés © a first

World Qup finals since 1958
as they beat Ukraine 1-0 in
their playoff in Cardff earli-

er this month. He will join

Italian defender Giorgio
Chidlini who signed br

LARC this month afer his

departure from Jwentus.
The seconary transfer

window in the US opens on
Juy 7, with a report on the
official MLS website sging

Bak and Chidini could

make their debuts aginst

local rivals LA @laxy the bl-

lowing day.

Ire land vs India: Chase Urns to cakewalk

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

The sbp-andstart rain,
after India won the toss and
chose b bowl, had ¢d to a
frustrating wait before the
truncated first T20I finally
got underway two-anda-
half hours after its sched
uled strt. The Indans,
though, ensured they didn’t
frustrate themsdves nor
their fans ary further as
they chased dwn Ireland’s
108 for 4 with 16 balls to
spare © win the 12-overs-
a-side game ty seven wick-
ets at Mahhide in Dubin on
Sundy.

The in-form Ishan
Kishan (26 off 11 bals) got
India off to a fier they need
ed insice the bur overs of
Powerplay, bebre Deepak
Hooda (promoted to open
the innings in place of
Ruturaj Gaikwad) and skip
per Hardik Pandya (24)
took the visitors home com

fortably.

The dsmissak of both
Kishan and comebaciman
Suryakumar Yadav off con
secuive bals off pacer
Craig Young in the third
over of the run chase @l set
India back a ittle bit.
Although there was stll a
bit of swing, condtions had
become easier dr batting
and coupkd with the Irish
bowlers’ inexperience,
Hooda (47 not out off 29
balls) and Randya had ew
problems in uneashing the
big stokes in their 64-run
stand for the third wicket
that helped India stoll to
victory. For Hooda, it was a
sbw start, but he wercame
that quite well to finish with
a stik e rate of 162.06.

Earlier, with
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Pandya stiking once each
in the first two overs of the
game, making use of inial
overcast condtions, Inda

Ollie Pope & Jee

LEEDS : (ASENCY)

Endand are 113 runs avay

from completing a series
whitewash aginst New

Zeabnd after the hoss put

themseves in a commanéd

ing position with eight

wickets in hand in the final
innings of the third Test on
Sundhy. Chasing 296dr vic-

tory, Olie Pope and Je

Root were at the crease at
stumps after the pair madce

light work of a compditive

target as Endand finished

Day IV on 183/2.

The pair s& up what
promises to be an intiguing
final day, with Headngey
hopeful of having a pacled
house as thg look to repli-
cate the Trent Bridge Test's
atmosphere by offering free
tickets.

Endand bst Abx Lees b
a run-out after a mixup in
the fifth over while his
opening parner  Zak

Crawky (25) was caudpt in
the covers off Michaé
Bracewell, with skipper
Kane Wiliamson involved
in both dismissak.

had Ireland wobbling at 22
for 3 inside four overs.
However, Harry Tecbr
produced a fine knak (64
not out off 33 balk) that
took Ireland past the hun
dred mark, giving their total
some respedcability. That
never quite boked possibé
after Bhuneshwar (1/16
off 3 overs) had okaned up
captain Andy Balbirnie off
the fifth ball of the game
and PRandya had Rl
Sirling perishing at the
wide-ish mid-off region.

Tector's knock included
six bouncaries and three
maximums, while he aso
got some sumort from
Lorcan Tuwker (18). In
other words, he vwas the
only batter in this Irish side
who boked capab® of put
ting a fttle bit of pressure
back on this Indan team,
which is experimenting
with most of its backups
and resenes in orcer to
firm up the team ahead of
this year’'s T20 Wortl Qup.

Most of Tecbr's stokes

Root take charge

were dsmissed br 326
after the in-form Daryl
Mitchel and Tom Bundell
had aqin frustrated the
hosts. The host were ceak

But Pope (81 bating)
and Rt (55 batting) stead
ied the ship with an unbeat
en 132-run parinership as
they sawv off the fast
bowlers.

Earlier, New Zeand

a bbw before play sarted
when wicketkeeper Ben
Foakes was rukd out of the
remainder of the game afeer
testing positive for Covid-
19, with Sam Bilings
brought in as a substute.

The West Indes took a 174-
run lead over Bandadesh

and then shak the visitors

with three early wickets in

the second innings, on the
third day of the second Test
in Gros Iskt. Allrounder

Kyle Mayers, who was

overnight not out on 126,
was dsmissed br 146 on

Sunday as the Caribbean
teanmis first innings enced

on 408.

Bandadesh, who had
managed 234 in their first
essa, sumbled agin in
their second innings. When
rain stopped phy after 8.5
overs in their innings,
Bandadesh were 32/3, sitill
trailing the home tam ty
142 runs.Windies pacer
Kemar Roach dimed all
three Bandadeshi wickets
to fall. Earler, Bandadesh
medium pacer Khatd
Ahmed ok five wickets,
while Mehidy Hasan Miraz
took three.

were aerial dives over the
off side, while he ao swiv-
elled hard and een brought
about a reverse-scmp off
Avesh Khan in the final ger
of the Ireland innings.
Together, Tecor and
Tucker forged an imporent
50-run stand for the fourth
wicket before Ywvenda
Chahal had thedtter holing
out at deep midwicket.
Leg-spinner Chahal was
once agin India’s sandout
bowler, concedng only 11
off his 3 overs.

Among others, Rndya
was &pensie after striking
in his first over, and so vere
pacer Awsh and éftarm
spinner Axar Patel. Umran
Malik was finaly handed
his international debut after
warming  the bench
throughout the recent
home T20I series ersus
South Africa. But it vasnit
quite a cabut worth
remembering for the

Jammu and Kashmir pace
sensaton as he bok a bit of
a poundng from Tecbr in
the only over he bawled,
going for 14 runs.

A conficent India, with
the T20I series aleady in
their pocket, will look to
compkete a whitewash
when they take on hos$ Sri
Lanka in the third and final
women's T20 International
here on Mondwy. The
Harmanpreet Kaur-led out-
fit had thrashed the home
team by 34 runs in the
opening T20I and then 6l-
bbwed it up with a dominat-
ing five-wicket win in the
second @me b take an
unassaibbke 2-0 ead in the
series. More imporantly,
the wins will be a moraé
booster for India ahead of
the Commomweakth Games
in Birmingham skrting next
month, where women's
T20 cricket is se to make
its cebut.

Silver for recurv e archers

PARIS : (AGENCY)

The Indan  women's

recurve team of Deepila
Kumari, Ankita Bhalat and
Simranjee Kaur setled for
a siver medal after the
trio’s fairytale run was hat-

ed by Chinese Taipei in a
one-siced final at the Wortl
Qup Sage 3 here on Suray.
India concluded their
campaign with one gad
and wo silver medals — wo
of them coming in the com
pound secton. The
women's recurve team,
who bagged adwly 13th
seed afer the tio slipped
out of top-30 in their indi-
vidual qualification rounds,
failed to make much of an

impact and bst to Chinese
Taipei in staight sets. With
Rio Oympics team bronze
medallist Lei ChienYing in
the line up, third seed
Chinese Taipei moungd
early pressure with o 10s
and four 9s as Inda shota 7
in the first set that proved
to be the tirning point. The
Indian trio bounced back b
kevel the second sebut that
was not enoudp as it agin
slipped in the third sd,
while Chinese mairdined
their consistency © seal the
god. Nevertheless it was a
memorabk return for world
No. 3 Deepila, who
returned with a team siler
after being sictlined follow-
ing her Tokyo Olmpics
deback. But the burna-
ment was all about com
pound archer  Jwthi
Surekha \énnams deam
comeback, vino kd India’s
medal ally with one god
(mixed team event with
Abhishek \erma).

Wimbl edon 2022: No point s, all about prestige

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The 135th edtion of
Wimbledon  s@rts  on
Monday with defending
champion Novak Djokovic
and world Na 1 Iga Sviatek
carrying the mantk of being
the top seed. Havever, this
time, the Championships is
under a poitical cbud, har-
ing banned phyers from
Russia and Bkrus for
Moscow’s aggression on
Ukraine. As a resul the
ATP and WA have stip ped
it of valuabke points. But that
has not cterred too mary
top players from taking part
in the world’'s oblest grand
slam. The Téegraph akes a
look Djokovic, with six
Wimbledon titles uncer his

belt, incuding the kst three,
is undoubtedly the
favourite. But he will hae
Rafael Nadal to contend
with, and with the duo
being the bp two seed and
featuring at the opposite
ends of the daw, chances
are they will meet in the
final.

Nadal, ateady leadng
the meris list with 22 grand
slam ftitles, will bok forward
to equal Serena Wilams’
Open Era record of 23
grand shm sindes ftles.

Conspicwous by his
absence will
Federer, who has a record
eight Wimbledon titles © his
credit. This will be the first
Wimbledon since 1998 not
to feature the iconic Sviss.

be Roger

The 40-year-old hasrit
played compsitively since
undergoing knee surgery
following his staight-sets
loss © Hubert Hurkacz in
the quarter finals in 2021.
This will also be the first
Wimbledon since the into-

duction of the ATP rankings
in 1973, and the first major
tournament since the 1999
Australian Open, vhere
both the reigning meris
world No 1 and No 2
(Daniil  Medvedev and
Alexander Zverev, respee

tively) will not compete.
Medvedev is prohibited
from playing due to his
Russian naionality, while
Zverev is recovering from
an anke injury.

With 2021 champion
Ashkigh Barty no bnger
playing compditive tennis,
the focus will be on rising
star Swiatek. The world
No.1, havever, has neer
reached the quarer finals
even at the grass court
grand slm.

Another player sure ©
draw eyeballs will be Emma
Raducanu The eenager is
the reigning Us Open cham
pion and the first British
woman to win a grand shm
singles fitle since \frginia
Wade in the 1977 at

Wimbledon. She is seestl
tenth this time. However,
her run-up to SW19 has not
been smmth. Earlier this
month, she had ¢ retire
before the compétion of
her first-round match at the
Nottingham Open.
Radicanu ako missed the
Easbourne International
due to an injury.

And then there will be
Serena Willams. With 23
grand sbm sindes fitles
under her bdt, seven of
which came at Wimb#don
cente court, the prmer
world Nal is nav 1204 in
the WTA rankings and has
been graned a witl card o
play on the cours that she
once rued She has not

played
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Small savings rate hike call

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Small saings interest rates
are sd to go up from net
month after a gap of wo
years. Anagysts said the
sharpi ncreases in Gsec
yields will push up the small
savings rates — protecting
those with fixed incomes
such as senior cizens.They
expect the finance ministy
to raise the raes from Jw
1. The ministy reviews the
rates every quarter. The
Cente may revise upwards
the rates on PPFNatonal
Saving Cerfficate and sen
ior citizen saving

schemes,among  others.

There has beena sharp Sukanya Sam-ridhi Yojana
increase in the yidds on and 7.4 per cent on Senior
govt Secumy papers (GSec) Citizen Tax Swng Scheme.
after the Resere Bank of Apart from this, 6.9per cent

India raised key interest interest is being gvenon

rates by nearly a percenage  Kisan Mkas Rtra.

point. The interest rates were
The Publc Provident re-duced sharpy by 40-110

Fund (PPF) étches a 7.1 per basis poins in the first

cennnual interest rate, quarter oflast fiscal ony to

while the NSC earns 6.8 per be rolled back, with the

finance minis-ter saying the

cent. At present 7.6 per r )
“orders issted by oversight

cent interest is availabke on

shall be with-drawn”.

The reduction of the
rates and their withdrawal
hap-pened in the run-up
the Ben-gal Assemby eec-
tions. A &arge number of
peopk, especialy older
Indians, ce-pend on \arious
small sasing schemes,
which  provide high-er
interest rates than most
banks and are backd by
the government. “We

small savings schemesa be
hiked for Q2 FY2023, gien

the GSec yidds of \arious
maturities, © which such
rates are Inked’ Aditi
Nayar, chief economist Icra

insmall savings rates coutl-
lead 0 higher flows into
suchschemes, imiting the
needor adlitional dated

expect the interest rates on

the sharp increases seen in

said She said an increase

marketborrowings to

absorb arypotential over-

shooting of theGaernment

of India’s fiscal cbficit,

which is projected at uncer

Rs 1 &kh crore.This would

also kssen the nerousness
of the bond marlet and hdp

to cap G-secyids. “Based
on our expect-tion of 60

bps of hikes in Q2 FY2023,
we expect thel0-year G-sec
yield to rise toas mwch as
7.75-8.0 per centluring the

upcoming quarter,from the

prevailing 7.4 percent’

Nayar said The GSec yidl

on thel-year paper has shot
up to 5.26per cent from
March to May from 3.88 per
cent beween De-cember
and February and 3.50 per
cent baween

Sepgemberand Norember

2021.The yidd on the 2-
yearpaper rose b 5.65 per
cent fromMarch o May

from 4.72 per cent
(December and Ebru-ary)

and 4.41 per cent b&veen

Sepgember and
NovemberOn a 5-gar

paper, the yidd.
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Bid to sign power buy pacts

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The gorernment will invite
bids from sttes © sdl elec
tricity generaed from
8,000-megawatt (MW)
thermal capaciies without
power pur-chase agree
ments, paver min-ister R.K.
Sinch has said A ptal of
8,000 MW of thermal
capaciies in Inda are with-
out any power purchase
agreemens, Sindp, who is
also the minister for new
and re-newabk energy said
Repling to a gueston
related to capacites with-
out PRAs in Inda, the minis-
ter said “There are 8,000
MW ofcapaciies which
don't havePFAs in ther
mal”.Sharing the geoern-
ment'splan to resole the
issue, the miniser
informed that sates hae
been asled to send their
ekecticity requirement, and
accordngly bids will be
invited “We will aggregte
(their demand) and call on
for bids and based on the
bids, whoever puts in the
bbwest bids, PRs will be
signed Once PRs are
signed they (states) will

BriefsNews
GS changes on cards

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The allpowerful GS Council at is meding in
Chandgarh this week is Ikely to make changes in gods
and services ax (GS) rates on a hantll of items and
may go with the officers pandés recommenditions to
maintain siatus quo in rates of aver 215 items. The 47th
meeting of the G$ Council headd by Union finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman and comprising represen
tatives of all sates and U's, is schedled for June 28-29.
The Council is megng after a gap of six months.The G5
Council is Ikely to vet a proposal of the pankof state
finance minis-
ters on évying
28 per cent G$
on on-line gam-
ing, casinos and

horse  racing,
sources saidlhe
Group of

Ministers,head
ed by Mechalaya
chiefminister Conrad Sangma,has recommead that
onlinegaming shoutl be tixed at full value of the consid
eration, in-cluding contest enty fee paid ly the player on
participating in the game.

Major changes proposed ¥ the officers’ pané or
the fitment committee in the &x rates are a unibrm 5
per cent GS rate on prostheses (aiitficial limbs) and
orthopaedic implants (rauma, spine, andrthoplasty
implants).Besices, or thoses (sphts,braces, bks and
calipers) too have been proposed in theowest braclet
of 5 per cent Qirrently, these gods atract tax rate of
either 12 or 5 per cent The commitee has ao recom
mended reduction in GS rate on ropeway travel to 5 per
cent from 18 per cent Himachal Praésh phcing this
request bebre the GF Council in Sepember kst year.

Demand revival for Signify

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Signify Innovations India, formerly Philips Lighting, is
hoping to regainbusiness évels seen beadre thepandem-

ic owing to a surge in@mand from the corporatand the
government secbrs.Requiremens from officespace,
retail, hospitlity pockets that were hit by the Cwid hard-

est are seeing dil winds in the private space.Fesh

invesments and contacts for public infrastructure in the

government secor are seeing upick. Put bgether, they

would translate into a “stong double dgit growth” for

Signify, India’s lrgest ighting compary, which is a dpb-

al eacer too*'We are boking at a @ubledigit growth this

fiscal Rrstfive months hare been stong. "We hope 6

cross the prepandemic evel! Sumit Joshi, vice -chair
man and MD of Signify Inneations India, said

Signify's total income had &llen from Rs 2,919 crore!
in 2019-20 to Rs 2,516 crore in 2020-21 de to Cwid.
Even thouch the accouns are et to be finaised for the
last fiscal the compaty is bdieved to have reached
income seen bafre the pancemic in 2021-22 and it is
set to cross the 2019-20 numbers in the ongoing fisca
In 2017, the Ighting and healhcare \erticals of Philps
were spit and the lighting business vas renamed
Signify dobally. The compay has It up many major
landmarkbuildings, edfices and phacesof hisbrical sig-
nificance .Bst pancemic, it is seeing more and more
government institutions across the coumy opting for
smart lighting to give malkeover to existing structures
while uncertaking new projecs, Joshi infrmed. Phiips
is a marlet leader in conneced and smart Ighting
depbying Internet of things. A case in pointhe poined
out, Is Bund in Shanigai, where mary buildings over-
looking Huangpu river are conjoined ly connectd light-
ing.

In India too, the cusbmers are seeking specialght-
ing recipes b commemorae particular events. “Lighting
up places of hisprical importance is as mah a mater of
aesthdics as creang a saé ernvironment at night for vis-
itors and lvelihood. We aredoking at mary new proj-
ects across sites; he adled The compaw picks highway
lighting as adrge opportunity as well. Insttutional busi-
ness (B2B) accourt for 45 per cent of compag’s sabs
while consumer space ac-coustor (B2C) the rest Joshi
predicted a dbw double-digit growth in this space as it
grapples with falling demand br traditional in candces
cent bulbs, e&en thoudh relatively expensive LED ights
are fast filling up the space. It hasalinched tvo brands
in conneckd lighting ‘PhilipsYou and ‘Phiips Whiz’ at
two different price points.

TDS

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY) The applicability of

TDS will enabé the IT

The Hnance At 2022
stirred a hornet's nest by
inserting secton 194R in
the Income Tax At, 1961
with effect from Juy 1 cast
ing responsibility on the
provider of ary benefit or
perquisite (aggre@te annu
al value exceedng Rs
20,000) to a resicent in the
course of business or pre
fession, b deduct tax at the
rate of 10 per cent befre
providing swch benefit or
perquisite. In other words,
business gifs, perquisites
and incenives shall nav be
liable to TDS, vhich other-
wise were not being oféred
to tax by the recipient, sich
as dstributors, deakrs,
masons and infliencers.

authorities to gather more
information and widen the
tax base. The aggrede
annual threshotl of Rs
20,000 is © be consiered
for the entre FY 2022-23
with effect from April 1.
However, TDS ihbility will

trigger only on the benefit
or perquisite provided on
or after Juy 1, 2022. The
Cental Board of Direct
Taxes (CBO) has naw

issued guicklines on sedbn

194R providing clarifica-

tions to the pracical chalt

lenges that the axpayers
face caugt in the middle of
a TDS conundum. Industry

is apprehensive about
whether the TDS prwisions
were amplicabke to benefits

or perquisites provided in
cash. The CBD has sdtled
the contoversy and chri-
fied that TDS shall aply to
all modes of providing ben
efit or perquisite, whether
in cash or kind or partally
in cash and kind This
makes it simper for indus-

try to provide benefis or
perquisites in cash since
TDS can easjl be deducted
on cash pgments.
However, benefits/
perquisites in kind sich as
gift vouchers, white gads,
brown goods, goll coins,
and free fickets raise inher

PSU Banks

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Ports-to-energy condpmerate Adani

Group has érayed into copper manu-

facturing, tying up finances from pub

lic secor lenders fora 1 million tonnes
a year unitat Mundra in Gujarat

“Kutch Copper Ltd (KCL), a subsigry

of Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL), is s&

ting up a greenfidd copper refinery

project for production of refined cop

per with one million tonnes per
annum in wo phases, the compary

said in asatement. For the phase-1
capacity of 0.5 million tonnes, KCL has
achieved financial absure through a
syndicated clb ban for the greenfied

copperrefinery project at

Mundra,Gujaratlt has eecuted
“financing documents with the con

sorti-um of banks kd by Sate Bank of
India (SBI). The other con-soitim

members are Bank of Barda, Canara
Bank, Exim Bank of Ind, Indian

Bank,Punjab Nabnal Bank, andBank
of Maharashta,” the satement said
The consortum of banks has sane
tioned and signed anagreementof

the entre debtrequirement of Rs
6,071 crore Pr the Phase-1 of the KL
Project.

Vinay Prakash, drector,Adani
Enterprises Ltd, said the project has
requisite tech-nobgy ted up and the
con-stuction works at the sie are

nack Alani copper for ay

progressing well and is scheeuled to
commence praluction during the first
half of caén-der year 2024.

“It will be one of the krgest cop
per refinery compkxes in the world,
with benchmark ESG pedrmance
standards, éveraging sate-of-the-art-
technobgy and dgitalisation.This
financial cbsure enabésus b accder-
ate the project and signifies the com
mitmentof the Adani Group D
mobilise the required resources and
compkte the project within the se
timelines” Prakash said

KCL will be part of the magrials,
metals and mining \ertical of the

Adani group. SBI Capit Markets L
acted as the financial adiser and
Desai & Divanji Advocates aced as
the kenders’ kgal counsé. Saraf and
Part-ners Law Offices aced as thedgal
adviser to KCL.

KCL was incorporated on March
24, 2021, with the objective to under-
take copper business - réated actvi-
ties swch as the manudicture of cop
percathodes and coper rods andasse
ciated products.Adani Enterprises
Limited (AEL) is the incubabn armof
Adani group. Adani Ports & SEZ
Limited, Adani Trans-mission Limited
Adani Power Limited

getthe power,” he said
Speaking further the min-
ister said there are ao
some thermal capacies
undergo-ng the Naional
Compary Law Tribunal
(NCLT) pro-ceedngs, and
the government has ateady

taken severalsteps, inclid-
ing meding  withthe
bankers, © resole the
issue at the earlest so sich
plants can sart operations.
“There are some proj
ects in the NCLTThe coun
try hasl17,500MW péants,
which runonly on imported
coal Out of that 2,500MW
were under the NCLTI had
a meding with bankers dc.
We worked out on ways
and means of grting this;
he said Coal Inda unit
North Easern Coafields is

ent chalenges as the
provider shall either have to
bear the TDS ihbility itself
or ensure that proper Bixes
have been paid ly the bene
ficiary. Further, it cast an
additional responsibility on
the provider to maintain
proper documentation in
respect of each beneficiary
Discouns and rebaes are
the most common érm of
benefit given to the ceakrs/
customers in various busk
nesses. The CBDhas gven
a breather © the industry
by excluding discounts, and
rebates from the purview of
benefits/ perquisites. One
of the grey areas vas the
liability of the benefit
provider in case the ul-
mate benefit is receved by
an empbyee of the @akr or

in the process o$eeking
clearances 6r puttinginto
operation two of its mines
in Assam in the current
financial year.

The cevebpment
assumes significance in the
wake of efbrts being mae

to avoid the reoccurrance of

power outag-es &ced ly the

county at the beginning of

the summer sea-son this
year due to the shortage of
coal supplies. Acording to

a senior officia] once pre

duction starts from Tirap

OCP (open cast project) of
North Easern Codfields in

Assam, the mine will ad

0.6 million tonnes (mt) of

coal suplies.He further

said that the compay is

also in the pracess of géting

Clearances.

carit y on business gifts, vouchers

their family members. It has
been cérified that tax shall
be ceducted in the name of
the deakr irrespective of
the utilisation of such bene
fit/perquisit e.

This would result in
TDS cred and correspon
ding income as per Brm
26AS in the name of the
deakr. TDS on dakr confer-
ences and seminars A&s
another hotly debated isste
within ind ustry, which has
now been put D rest.

Business conérences
organised with the prime
object of edicating deal
ers/customers about new
products, sats techniques
and other similar business-
related objecives hae
been ecluded from the
purview of TDS lability.

Raining SUVs In
Ind ian auto mark et

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

It will be raining SWs in
the Indian auto market as
original equipment manu
facturers (OEM) gear up ¢
make the most of the
upcoming festve season.
Frst to go off the hbck is
Mahindra’s Scorpio N

whole new évd of sophisi-
caton to Mahinda prod-
ucts that previously had
SUVs such as the Armad.
The htest avatar in the
D-segment SV, is ony the
second generabn Scorpio
christened Scorpio-N
which is being buted hy

which will debut on June
27. The second genera
tion SW will coexist
abng with the ober gen
eration, which will be
christened as Scorpig
Chssic.

Following Scorpio N

is Maruti's new Brezza
that will be launched on
June 30. And rigt on its

heels, the Tyota HyRyer, a
jointly devebped midseg

ment SW/ with Swzuki, will

be unveiled on Ju} 1.

Maruti will launch the
cross-bagyed SW that it
has devebped in August
Scorpio has been the most
popular brand for
Mahindra having been
launched in 2002.

The Scorpio predites
the Bokro and broudt a

Mahindra as the “big édly
of SUS"

“It will be offered in
both diesd and gasoline
options,with manual and
automatic transmissions
and 4x4 dives, accoréhg
to the compary release.
“Engineered ground-
upthe new Scorpio is buil
on anew baly-on frame
plattormand has been
devebped by engineers at
Mahindra’s re-search cen
tres in Chennai.

Socks extend winning run't o 3rd
day; Sense, Nifty gain nearly 1%

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Benchmark sbck indices rose or a third straight day on
Monday on bwying in IT, banking and FMG sharesrig-
gered by gains in dobal equities following easing infation
concerns. The 30-share BSE Sengemped 433.30 poins
or 0.82 per cent b sdtle at 53,161.28. During the @, it ral-
lied 781.52 poins or 1.48 per cent ¢ 53,509.50. The NSE
Nifty also gained 132.80 poins or 0.85 per cent ® cbse
above the 15,800 ével at 15,832.05. Among the Senge
pack, Larsen & Toubrp HCL Technaiies, Inbsys, Tech
Mahindra, Indusind Bank, Asian Rints, Bhart Airtel and
Tata Sed were the biggest giners. On the other hand
Kotak Mahinda Bank, Réance Industies Limited and
Titan were the bggards. Esewhere in Asia, marlets in
Seou) Tokyo, Shangai and Hong Kng ended in the green
following sharp aains in US marlets on Fiday. European
markets were ako trading in the green in midsession @&ak.
The Sensg had cimbed 462.26 point or 0.88 per cento
seitle at 52,727.98 on Rday. The Nify gained 142.60
points or 0.92 per cent ¢ setle at 15,699.25. Meawhile,
international oil benchmark Brent crude dpped 0.13 per
cent to USD 112.93 per barré Foreign institutional
investors (FlIs) remained né sellers in the capial market,
as they sotl shares worth Rs 2,353.77 crore on fday.

Devina Fogla and LiE’s Precious Heahg Sudio are
Here to Hdp you Gt your Life Back on Track!

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Founded by Devina Fogla, Life’s
Precious Heahg Sudio is a Kolkata-
based holstic heaing studio that
focuses on preiding a mutitude of
holistic healng services b its clients.
Devina Fogla’s holistic heaing journey
started way back in 2010. She as suf
fering from serious bwer back isstes,
which were wery severe as dctors
had no ansvers for them. Havever,
after undergoing the Heal Your Li&
(HYL) certfication programme, she
subconsciousy released the hicks
she was sbring through the hdp of
affirmations and was abé to heal her
sdf to the amazement of her octors.
Ever since then, Deina Fogla has
been a pioneer viho has a vision &
bring angds to Kolkata, the ciy of joy.
Life’s Precious Heahg Sudio offers a
host of holstic heaing services, rang
ing from workshops D one-on-one

healing sessions.

With their one-on-one sessions,
Life’s Precious Heahg Sudio offers
Angd Card Reathg Sessions Werein
you ge divine guidance from the
anges about the isses you are fcing.
Subconscious mind biefs or séf-lim-
iting beliefs amost aways prevent us
from getting out of our combrt zones.
These mind béiefs were instlled
when we were chibren and @ not
serve a purpose in our adlt lives. S#-
limiting beliefs can aféct every aspect

of our lives, from preventing us from
becoming financialy indepencent to
affecting our confidence b take on
certain new roks in our ves. Heahg
sessions hép with positive affirma-
tions that release cerain mentl bbcks
and ge rid of subconscious mind
beliefs.

Life’s Precious Heaihg Sudio also
offers Chakra Heahg sessions ¢ hep
you discover which specific Chakras
are bbcked and need heahg.

Devina Fogla’s sudio offers other
healing services seh as heahg
heath issues, mong, issLes, rdation-
ship issues, dspelling fear out of our
body, and manigsttion services
among mary other things. Like’'s
Precious Heahg Sudio also ofers
corporate heaing packages and
curated cusbm-made healng pack
ages as ll. Apart from hotling heak
ing sessions, both inperson in
Kolkata and aver zoom calk.
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Jamie Akexander speaks
about her re turn as Lady Sif
in “Thor: Lo ve and Thunder’

There has been a bzz about Thor: Laoe and Thunekr

over the weekend since is world premiere on FKiday.

From the s@rs sunning the red carpé to the praises

heaped on Chrisan Bak’s portrayal of Gorr the Gd

Butcher, the htest Manel Cinematc Universe has &ns and

stars talking about it. Soméhing that MCU &ns have been
pleased b see is the
return of their favourite
actors. Whie Naalie
Portman returning to the
Thor franchise has &ns
excited, the return of
Jamie Ad¢xander is no
less eciting.

On the red carpé¢ at
the premiere, Aéxander,
who is reprising the rok
of the warrior maiden
Lady Sif, dopped hints
of what is in sbore for her

character. Hoss Erika
Ishii  and  Anthony
Carboni interviewed

Alexander before the premiere of the meie to get an idea
of what her characer would be seen ding in the film.
Getiing right to it, Ishii asled Aexander what her
character had been ding in ‘New Asgrd’, the own that
the survivors of As@rd built on Earth after their world
was cestoyed in Thor: Ragnarok. Aeiding spoikrs, the
actress joked that a Manel sniper would probably take
her out if she reveabd what her characer had been ding
in New Asa@rd. “There are svords involved guws, you
shoull know this,” was the ony revelation she shared
Carboni adlressed that the charactr of Lady Sif had

been seen in the MCUven though she had been absent in

the last Thor movie. The charactr had macdk an agpear-

ance on the Disng+ miniseries Loki where she vas seen
punishing Loki (Tom Hidlleston) in a ime bop for some
prank he had puléd Speaking about the fury scene
from the series, Aéxander reveakd that “beatng up Loki
just came natirally”. She shared thataring the filming of
the scene, sheid manage b actially hit Hiddleston but he
took “the bve ap’ in good spirit. Talking about ay train-

ing neeced for the reprisal of her rok as Lag Sif, the
actress dopped a small hint With a cheeky gpression,
Alexander shared “for this instalment, | ddn't have to train

and you will see why” (AGENCY)
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Kartina Kaif, Ishaan Khatter
and Siddhant Chaturv edi star -
rer ‘Phone Bhoot’ teaser out

The first teaser of upcoming horror-comeg Phone
Bhoot starring Katrina Kaif, Ishaan Khater and
Siddhant Chatrrvedi was reeased ly the acbrs as well

as its malers Excel Entertainment on Monday. Sharing
a quirky video abng with the bgo and theme song or
social meda on Mondy, Excel Entertainment said that
the release @te of the fim will be announced at 11am
on Tuesdy. “Ek Bhganak comed incoming. Sy

tuned #PhoneBhmt,” the post read The fim is pro-

duced by Farhan Akhtar and Riesh Sidhwani’'s Exel

Entertainment and
directed by Mirzapur

director Gurmmesd

Singh. The horror-come

dy is written by Ravi

Shanlaran and Jaginder

Singh Bath. Katna Kaif,

who is returning to

screen afer her mar-

riage to Vicky Kaushal
was hst seen in Rohit Shiy’s Smryavanshi opposite
Akshay Kumar. The 38-yar-old actess on Mongy
shared the easer on her official Inshgram handé. The
Bang Bang acess will be seen in the fih abngside o

of the young Bolywood actors, Ishaan Khater and
Siddhant Chatirvedi. Ishaan will reurn to the screen
after a hiaus of wo years. He vas kst seen in Khaal
Peeli opposite Anarya Panday and ako sharred in the

BBC ekvision drama A Suidbe Boy. The 26-yar-od

shared the taser of Phone Bhot on Insiagram.
Siddhant Chatirvedi, who mace a name ér himself with

Gully Boy will be seen in Phone Bhet after Shalun

Bata’'s Ghraiyaan, where he phyed the ead rok oppo-

site Deepila Padukone. The 29-gar-od also shared the
teaser of his upcoming fih on saial meda. Exel

Entertainment announced the fin in 2021 and shared
an image on Insigram of the éadng trio. They cap

tioned it, “Darna albwed hai, asdng as yu're laughing

abng the way. #PhoneBhat, ringing in cinemas near
you in 2022

Sidhu Moosewala’s posthumou s-
ly released song ‘YL’ no bnger
available on YouTube India

Sidhu Mmsewala's song SL, which was reeased
posthumously, is nav no bnger availabke on the vidto-
sharing and steaming platform YouTube in Inda. SYL
was written and composed ®» Moosewala, who was
shot dead on Mg 29. Neary a month since his passing,
the song was rdeased ly music producer MXRCI on
Friday. The song’sitle refers to the Sutéj-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal The canal is of hisirical and poltical sig
nificance as it has been a bone of carition between
Punjab and Hargna br several decadces. The site of
Punjab has been @mandng a reassessment ofstshare
of the water of the Rai-Beas river while Haryana has
been seeking comglion of the canal o ge its share.
The kte singer’s posthumoust released song adtesses
this dispute. The song ab touches on contoversial
topics like undvided Punjab, the 1984 ric$ and the fag
hoisting at the Red Brt during the farmer agitation.
Since is cebut, SYL had amassedwer 27 million views
on the Gogle-owned platform and had receved 3.3 mik
lion likes. Haovever, within two days of its release, the
song was removed from YouTube Inda.

“Video unavailablke. This conént is not aailable on
this country domain due to a égal compkint from the
government,’ reads the message idplayed for the song
on Moosewala’s official YouTube channkesince Sundy.
There are other channés which continue to share the
SYL music vieto on YouTube but the gitform has been
cracking cdown on the channds by taking cown the
videos.

Watch these 5 documentaries on tech entre-
preneurs W ho revolutionised the Ind ustry

Right from personal com
puters to smarphones and
social meda to online
stores, £chnobgy has revo-
lutionised the way we kad
our daily life in the past
decace or so During the
pandemic, the ech industry
was a ifeline for the dgobal
econony, but its supremacy
was cevebped by a small
group of visionaries who
channdled their entepre-
neurial ambitions through
technical innovation and
commercial  expansion.
Here are some dcumen
taries about some of the
most  well-known tech
entrepreneurs who have
helped usher in the futire
of technobgy.

The BBC Tw docu-
mentary portrays Seve
Jobs as a figure o soudnt
greatess at ay cost Tim
Berners-Lee, Ra Clfton,
Stephen Ry, and $eve
Wozniak all appear in the
documentary, which is host
ed by Evan Davis. Howvever,
the story's stars are fimil-
iar — Mac, iMac, iBd,
iTunes, iPhone, iRd Each
represents a paradgm
shift, an axis itting revolu-
tion in the way we current-
ly live in the world.

The dcumentary
explores hov Seve Jobs
was knawvn for waking up
staff at various hours of the
night to talk about ideas
albng with his other erratic
behaviours which drove
him to creep ino our pock-

RD Burman tribut e: Pancham’s unforg ettab
music breathed | ife into many forg ettab

What is the date today? If
you are a Rincham fn,
then it is all about cdebra-
tions - it is RD Burmars
birthday. Needtss b build
on the intoduction - the
legendary music drector
turns a year ober - nay, a
younger would be af. The
reason? This man personi
fies zeal and guberance.
Here is a man whose
music sill remains the USP
His tunes hare, on seeral
occasions, gone on
become a bigger chw than
the films they were embed
ded in. And this is vhy the
versatle son of the ég
endary SD Burman sinds
out. We all knav how RD
was aimost in soitary con
finement, with the industry

ets and assume command
of our lives. Eerything was
quite specacular as he éd
the consumer tchnobgy
rally to the forefront of the
US econony.

Jeff Bezos is not just
one of the world's weathi-
est individuals, but ako the
maker of a commercial
empire unlike ary other in
American history. He has
unmatched contol over
everything, right from the
future of empbyment to the
future of commerce b the
future of technobgy. As
governments and authork
ties around the world pon-
der Amazoris worldwide

deserting him in the kte
'80s and eary '90s when
the likes of Bappi Lahiri,
Anu  Malik, Naceem-
Shravan and others vere in
demand An  earnest
request to filmmaker Vidhu
Vinod Chopra (with whom
RD had @ne Rarinda) paid
off. “Suné kuch dhun
Vidhu,” he had bld Chopra
and the end resul was
1942: A Lore Sory.

The film was an aer-
age grosser but the music
is stll a force to reckon
with. Ek Ladki Ko Dekha,
Kuch Na Kahg Rim Jhim
Rim Jhim and so on. He
many of us recall the sbry?
But the songs hae kft an
indelible imprint on us.
Years back, wmen Gutar

Alia Bhatt announc es pregnancy,
posts picture from ho spital

Alia, 29, bok to Instagram

to share the nevg as she
posted a pictire from an

ultrasound session at a
hospital with Kapoor, 39.

"Our baby.... coming son,’

the "Gangubai Kathiavad"

star captioned the phot.

The coupk, who got
married in an intimate cer
emony in April this year, is
also se¢ to share screen
space br the first time in
"Brahmasta: Part One
Shwva', schediled to be
released on Sefember 9.
At a press conérence br
his upcoming film
"Shamsherd last week,
Ranbir said he coudn't
have asled for a bdter life

partner than Alia.

"It is a very big year for
me. It is a great gar for me,
| got married, it is a beauit
ful thing that has hagened
in my life... My ife with Alia
is the best' he said

The coupé's family,
including veteran acbrs
Neetu Kapoor and Soni
Razan as vell as Ridlhima
Kapoor Sahni, shevered
them with love and béss
ings post the announce
ment.

Neeu Kapamor, who
was fiming for a reality
show here on Monay, was
congratulated by the
paparazzi present on the
set, to which she repled
with a big smike and "Thank
you".

"My babies are haing
a baby. | bve you both so
much;' Ranbir's siser
Riddhima Kapor Sahni
wrote on Insagram $ories
abngsice the coupt's pho-
tograph. (AGENCY)

influence and hev to limit
Bezos' paver. This dcu-
mentary investigates how
he carried out a stategy ©
create one of the veorld's
most powerful economic
and cutural forces from
what was cakd the world’s
riskiest bet in 2006.

Bill Gates is one of the
most well-known entrepre-
neurs in the world, but this
Netflix docu-series bcuses
on his philanthropy while
shedling light on his enig
matic personal ffe. To
unravel the man responsi
ble for the softvare revolu-
tion, Oscar-winning @cu-
mentary director David

roped in Bengli matinee
idol Utam Kumar to make
Kitaab, he vas eeing to
make a dfference. The
movie failed to estabish
Uttam in Bollywood but the
song Dhanno K Aankhon
Mein turned out to be
immortal, thanks to
Pancham.

The Kishore Kumar-
Amitabh Bachchan journg
in its eary days had
Mehmood's Bomba to Goa
on its list. But more than
the movie, it was the song
Dekha Na Hai Re that
struck a chord with us.

And the list is endess
for RD - Ghum Hai Isi Ke
(Rampur Ka Laxman),
Raah ¢ Rehe (Namleen),
Pyar Mein Dil R Maar De

Guggenheim iwvestigates
Bill Gates' thought process.

Inside Bill's Brain:
Decdling Bill Gates is a
three-part docu-series that
takes an in-aépth look at
Bill Gates' personal ife and
business, as wll as his
ongoing efbrts to make the
world a beter place. In each
of the three episales, there
are two paralkl narratives —
one about Bill's personal
life, and the other about his
efforts to adlress some
long-sanding problems in
order to hep mankind
prosper. We @in a dimpse
into Bill Gates' brilliant yet
chaotc mind through in-

e
e films

Gol (Mahaan), Yeri Rwan,
Ek R@ Main Tadp Kar
(Bemisal), Tum Ho Mere
and Rim Jhim Gire
(Manzil), Dilbar Mere
(Sate Re Sata), Jaane Kaise
Kab Kahan (Shakj, O
Hansini (Zehreda Insaan),
Tumse Milke (Chor Rlice),
Tum Saath Ho (Kad), Dil
Se Dil (Charitaheen)... ltis
lamentbk that those ke
Raj Kapmr and Yash
Chopra prekrred Shankar-
Jaikishan, Shi-Hari,
Khyaam and others ¢ RDQ
but films like Dharam
Karam, Bwi O Bwi with
Kapoor and Deevaar with
Chopra had the RD signa
ture style. Ek Din Bik
Jagega from Dharam
Karam, Meri Bulbul from
Biwi O Bwi and Kehdoon
Tumhein from Deewaar
are sill revered One rea
son why Naveen Nishchol
would bask in the dpry of
his film Buddha Mil Gaya is
the number Raat Kalcom-
posed ty RD A huge major
ity of Randhir Kapar films
may have been brgotten
but songs ke Koi Shama
(Jaane Jaan), Kheirishu
(Harjaee), Rang Le Agnge
and Aankhe Miayenge
(Jarwaar) and several oth-
ers are part of blklore.
(AGENCY)

depth interviews, engging
animations, resored
archive  videos, and
painstaking shaots.

Mark Zuckerberg, the
founder of Facebak, is pro-
filed in this Bbomberg
Game Changer dcumer-
tary. It examines his eary
years, his sty at Hanard,
and the contoversy around
the founding and expan-
sion of Facebok. It
explores how the firm grew
to become the most popu
lar sccial networking site
on the Internet in a short
period of time. It comprises
hours and hours of archval
footage of Zikerberg and

former US Presiént Barack
Obama and is wiced by
Ted Marcow.

From Harvard dorm
rooms 0 NASDAQ tading
floors, Zickerberg's sheer
and occasionaly uncom-
promising tenacity is
reveakd His narraive
exemplifies the emergence
of the internet industry as a
whole. The rise of soial
media irrevocably aftered
the way peopk communi
cated

This Néflix documen
tary explores arguaby the
most enigmaic, mysterious
and polrising business
man of our imes and his
dream to reach the sars.
Directed by Jimmy Chin
and Eizabeth Chai
Vasarhdyi, this documen-
tary explores Ebn Musk and
the SpaceXdanis historic
mission to return NASA
astronauts to the
International Space ftion
and frransform space tavel.
Demo-2 was a wo-month
mission that tansported
seasoned asbnauts Bob
Behnken and Doug Hudy
to orbit. This dcumentry
depicts a cricial step in the
evolution of commercial
spacefight, from images of
early SpaceX rokets
exploding in roiling fire-
balls to tearful excitement
and nerwus preparafon,
an authenic tour of the
SpaceX Dragon 2 spaee
craft gives us a gmpse of
the future. (AGENCY)

Alia Bhatt gets congr atulatory
messages from team Bollywood
for baby announcement

Alia Bhat surprised
all, announcing her preg
nancy t the world on
social meda, on Tuesday
morning. The newy mar-
ried coupk, Aia and
Ranbir Kapmr, are son-
to-be-parents now. On
Alia’'s Insegram post Ala
and Ranbir Kapor are
seen bgether looking at
the ultrasound monitor.
Alia, in a back TFshirt, is
seen grinning earto-ear
while Ranbir's back is
visible, boking at the
monitor intently. In the
second picture, Alia
posts a lon, a ioness,
and a cub. “Our bap.....
coming smn” - read her
post. Whie some &ns
thought it was perhaps
a cryptic post for a new film
project,  congratlatory
messages strted pouring
in from the coupk’s
Bollywood friends and &im-
ily members.

Among others from
the Bollywood fraternity
who congratlated the cou
ple are Sonam Kapar, Ajay
Devgn, Karisma Kapor,
Tiger  Shroff, Maaika
Arora, Farhan Akhgr, Kiriti
Sanon, Shrga GhoshalDia
Mirza and Bipasha Basu
At the recent Shamshera
trailer launch, a visiby
happy Ranbir had said “Jo

Alia hai mere ife mein,
woh dal chaval mein fadka
hai, achaar hai, &nda hai,
pyaaz hai, sab kch hai’
The coupé, who have been
seeing each other since
2017, ted the knot on April
14 this year, at their ovn
apartment in the presence
of only a ew family mem-
bers and abse friends, DI-
lowed by a cbse-knit recep
tion at a hotel Just veeks
after marriage, Ala trav-

elled to the UK b shoot
Netflix’'s Heart of $one, fin-
ishing a schedle of Karan
Johar's Roky Aur Rani K
Prem Kahani with Raweer
Singh. Whike Ranbir got
busy shooting Luv Ranjaris
film opposite Shradha
Kapoor. He is ao working
on Sangéep Redy Vang's
Animal. After Ranbir's
Shamsherss release on Jyl
22, Ayan Mulerji's adven-
ture drama Brahmasta
starring the newly married
coupke is lined up for
release on Sefember 9.
(AGENCY)

Madonna "Just Plain Scared" Over US
Supreme Court Overturning Ro e V. Wade

Madonna was in great spir
its cdebrating New York
Pride at Terminal 5 on June
23, Thursday night, but
woke up b some 'errifying
news' the next day when
she sav the news that the
United Sates Supreme
Court had overturned Roe
v. Wack.

"l woke up  the terri-
fying news that Ree V Wae
had been weerturned and
that legisktion has ckcided
that We no obnger have
rights as women over our
bodies. This ecision Has
plunged me And w®ery
other woman in this coun
try into deep despair’ she
wrote in a noe posed on
Instagram on Sundy, June
26, where she shared a
slideshov of new photos
from the earlier celebra-
tions. Madnna coninued
"Now the Supreme Court
has cecided that Womens

rights are no dénger const-
tutional rights. In fct we
have Ess rights then a gun.

"I am scared Br my
daughters. I'm scared ér all
women in America. | am

just plain scared' the str
added

"I Guess Gd Put this
on our shoutlers right now
because he knew that w
were stong enough To

bear the weight. Srong
enouch to FIGHT! 8ong
enoudh to overcome. And
so We Shall Osrcome! We
will find a way to make It A
Federal Law to Protect
Abortion Rights! Lades are
you ready........ prrrerrenn
Fight?;' wrote Madnna.
Madonna is among a
list of countess artsts who
have aken to sccial meda
since Fiday to woice their
opinions on the dsturbing
Supreme Court @cision.
On sage, the ikes of Oivia
Radrigo, Me@n Thee
Stllion, Pheebe Bridyers,
Billie J& Armstong and
Billie Eilish adiressed
audiences at their Ive
shows across the UK eer
the weekend: Radrigo dedi-
cated the tine 'F*** You'
by Lily Allen to the
Supreme Court while
Armstrong renounced his
U.S. ciizenship. (agency)
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